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Neb: (7-0, 4-0) i: 
against the Badgers (5. 
played in the state of Wisconsin. 

It has been exactly 50 years since then- 
No. 7 Nebraska earned its lone road win 
over Badgers 31-3 in Madison, Wiscon- 
sin on Oct. 8, 1966. 

No. 4 Nebraska was upset 21-20 by un- 
ranked Wisconsin in 1974, which brings 
us to the current Big Ten years, which 
have seen two painful, lopsided road de- 
feats in Madison in 2011 and 2014. 

Both teams entered that first Big Ten 
game for the Huskers back on Oct. 1, 
2011 with 4-0 records, but it was the 
Badgers who scored 34-straight points 
to turn a 14-7 deficit into a 41-14 lead 
and ultimately a 48-17 victory in a battle 
between then-No, 7 Wisconsin and then- 
No. 8 Nebraska. 

A return trip in 2014 also saw then- 
No. II Nebraska start well, jumping out 
to a 17-3 lead early in the second quar- 
ter, That’s when Wisconsin running back 
Melvin Gordon went crazy, rushing five 
times for more than 40 yards 4 
ing the game with a then-N 
408 rushing yards. He helped the Badgers 
come back to win 59-24 on a night that 
ended with several inches of snow falling 
during the game. The frozen scene was 
symbolic of the struggles former NU head 
coach Bo Pelini had against the Badgers, 
which also blew out NU 70-31 in the only 
Big Ten championship game Nebraska 
has ever played in at the end of the 2012 
season. Ultimately, those lopsided lossss 
in big games led to his firing by Shawn 
chorst, a former Wisconsin official. 

A lot has happened since that initial 


1-4 all-time 
2) in games 
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ulf 
Big Tean game between the Huskers and 
but in some ways a lot has not. 
s later, Nebraska is still try- 
ing to prove that it belongs among the top 
teams in the Big Ten year in and year out. 
25-15 in Big Ten 
play coming into this season, including 


ainst the Badgers, with 
sses in four of those five 


The Huskers were 


a 1-5 record < 


at least three I 
seasons. 

So the 4-0 start in conference play this 
season is a first. 

Nebraska is also still in the national ti- 
tle hunt this late in the season for the first 


time ina long time. 

Meanwhile, Wisconsin has only lost to 
No. 2 Ohio State 30-23 and No. 3 Michi- 
gan 14-7 and many see the Badgers as the 


favorites 

Is Nebraska finally ready to win on the 
national stage and take down the Badgers 
in Madison for the first time ? 

If the Husk like they have the 
last two w sively the going will 
be tough against a stout Badgers’ defense. 

A characteristic of the 2016 Nebraska 
football team has been its ability to finish 
games. Nebraska has outscored its oppo- 
nents by a national-leading 85 points in 
the fourth quarter thi: 

The Huskers will have to find a way to 
keep this contest close to have that oppor- 
tunity, although the 2015 meeting came 
down to a last second field goal by the 
Badgers to steal the 23-21 win in Lincoln. 

I’ve got to think that this night game 
will be especially emotional for Nebraska 
players not only because of its conference 
ance national importance but also be- 
e teammate Sam Foltz died in a crash 
than 60 miles from } 

Perhaps Foltz’s inspiration will con- 
tinue to help NU as it tries to stay unbeat- 
en and reverse its past bad fortunates in 


ason. 
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The next Huskers Illustrated edition, featuring the Wisconsin recap and 
the Ohio State preview will mail on Monday, Oct. 31. 
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Gerry began playing football in third grade, goes for the suckers first at Halloween and 
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SEPT.3 
SEPT, 10 
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SEPT.24 
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OCT.15 


OPPONENT SITE TIME 
FRESNOSTATE MEMORIAL STADIUM 7PM. 
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2016 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 


ON THE COVER 

With a top 10 ranking, Nebraska is still learning to 
play as a favorite each week against opposing teams 
that are giving their best efforts to upset the Huskers. 
Senior linebacker Josh Banderas brings down Purdue 
quarterback David Blough for one of his team-high 
13 tackles in the game. Nebraska now faces one of 
its biggest tests of the season as the Huskers head to 
Madison, Wis. on Saturday to face the Badgers. 

PHOTO BY JIMMY RASH/HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 
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RECRUITING NOTEBOOK 


BY MICHAEL SCHAEFER 
RECRUITING EDITOR 
f’ HUSKERSILLUSTRATED.COM 


Husker coaches putting full-court press on wide receiver 


Nebraska made sure to 
stop by Cathedral High in Los: 
Angeles during the bye week 
and spent time with the hi 
school coaches while waiting 
ar wide re 
Jamire Calvin play 


to see four- 


‘iver 


Both Mike Riley and wide 
receivers coach Keith Wil- 
liams stopped in and the visit 


special for Calvin. 


Tt means a lot,” he said 
“Especially to have a head 
coach like coach Riley come 
out. They came down to the 


school and spent almost two 
hours here. Coach Riley had 
to leave to go see the commits 
like Keyshawn Johnson and 
Tristan Gebbia at Calabasas 
play. Coach Dub (Williams) 
stayed to watch me and it re- 
ally just means a lot to me.” 
Chances are Williams 
saw the receiver embarrass- 
ing defenses, as Calvin has 
continued to put up monster 
numbers each week this 
season. It hi 


sn’t been without 


some stress though, as Calvin 
lier this year 
with a shoulder injury. The 
receiver said he landed wrong 
on his shoulder early ina 
game, so he missed the major- 


missed a game e 


ity of the contest. 

“Despite the injury, eve- 
rything has been pretty good, 
even coming back from the 
injury. I'm third in California 
receiving or something like 
that,” he said. “I'm still play- 
ing well, still putting up pretty 
good numbers, but I've still 
got a banged-up shoulder.” 

Calvin said he’s improved 
a lot after the catch, setting up 
defenders and making them 
miss. 


At the same time though, he 
said the hardest part of being a 
receiver is running crisp routes 
and making sure the timing is 
just right between himself and 
a quarterback. 

“I'd say the 


ard pi just 
making the catch in general, 
he said. “A lot of people drop 
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Wide receiver Jamire Calvin shows off his interest for Nebraska. He is a four-star recruit according to 247Sports. 


passes in high school and | 
don’t know why. Sometimes 
it’s hard to locate the ball. 

Everything after the catch is 
for me. It’s just all reac- 


ca 


tion, figuring out how to score 


'y time I touch the ball.” 
Through eight games this 
season, Calvin has 1,056 yards 


on 63 catches. The receiver 
has also scored 10 touchdowns 
as a receiver and has returned 
one touchdown as a punt 
returner this year. 

From a recruiting stand- 
point, Nebraska remains a top 


option for Calvin, who 
made two offi 
Lincoln and he recently went 
on a trip to Oregon State. The 
wide receiver is also planning 
a trip to Notre Dame for the 
Miami game at the end of the 
month. 

Calvin has a pair of visits 
unscheduled and he’s consid- 
ering a few teams for them. 


ial visits, one to 


“T don’t know my final two 
yet,” Calvin said. “I’m looking 


AZ SEORTS) | 


at Cal, Arizona State, Ala 
and Washington State, 
‘The recruiting process has 


never slowed down for four- 
star wide receiver but now that 
visits have started, it's even 
more hectic. 

Calvin 
allowed r 
play, he admits it’s starting to 


id while he’s not 


eruiting to affect his 


become a little more difficult. 
I really try not to focus 

on it because I don’t want 

my play to decrease because 


I'm focused on recruiting, 


he said. “At times it can be 


a hassh 


. When it begins it’s 

all fun because you're getting 
attention, but when it comes 

down, you can only pick one 
school, When you're narrow- 
ing it down and you can only 
pick one school, it 


an be 
difficult, because you're hear- 
ing similar things from all the 
different coaches, from dif- 
ferent programs, with similar 
opportunities. It's hard to sort 
it out.”.N 


BY MICHAEL BRUNTZ 


STATE OF THE HUSKERS 


NU to find out how good it is next two weeks 


Read daily Husker 

reports from Michael Bruntz 
at Huskerslllustrated.com 
Follow him on Twitter 
@michaelbruntz 


Buckle up, Huskers fans. The real season 
is here. 

Your Nebraska Cornhuskers find them- 
selves in the Top 10 and facing two very 
tough road games back to back — games that 
will go a long ways to determining the direc- 
tion of the Huskers’ 2016 season. 

Nebraska has checked each box along the 
way this season, running out to a 7-0 start, 
but we still haven't seen how this team does 
against a top-flight opponent. Nebraska took 
down Oregon when the Ducks were ranked, 
and while that win had importance from a 
psychological standpoint, the shine comes off 
with each passing Duck loss. 

Waiting for the Huskers, now, are legit 
ranked foes in Wisconsin and Ohio State - 
both on the road. 

“T think it will be great 
for our team and great 
for our league,” Nebraska 


“T think we’re going to 


have enough in us to make some plays to win 
the game, and it’s just kind of glimpses to 
me of how good we could be if we could just 
find a little more consistency, I think in the 
running game primarily. We can do the rest 
of it. We just have to be better. We have been 
disrupted there a little bit through the inju- 
ries with that group, but I think everybody 
has that from time to time.” 

Wisconsin and Ohio State are two teams 
you don’t want to face with a limited roster, 
however. 

This week, Nebraska could get senior wide 
receiver Jordan Westerkamp back from a 
back injury, though it seems like tight end 
Cethan Carter would be a long shot to play in 
Madison. 

Up front, the Huskers need to find more 
consistency from an offensive 
line that has battled injuries for 
the better part of a month. 


head coach Mike Riley 
said after Saturday's win 
over Purdue. “All those 
pieces that you get to 
when you play later in 
the year, when there's 

a little more definition 
of who the teams are. 
We're heading into the 
third quarter area of 
the season, so it's one 
of those games that is 
between two teams who 
have done well. It will be 
good” 

During the 7-0 start 
~ Nebraska's best since 
2001, by the way - Ne- 
braska has shown that it 
can play tough football 
for four quarters, and 
wear teams down late, 
even if things might not 
look perfect early on. 


learn how strong our 
will to win is,” senior 
linebacker Josh Ban- 
deras said. “These 
games, they haven't been 
pretty. My heart’s been 
going in a lot of them. 
I'd like to have a couple 
where that’s not the case. 
We're going to find that 
our will to win is up 
there with the best in the 
country. No matter what 
team’s in front of us, 
we're going to prepare 
the same and find a way 
to win somehow.’ 


Josh Banderas 
Nebraska senior linebacker 


le David Knevel 
hasn't been able to finish the 
game in wins over Indiana and 
Purdue, and offensive tackle 
Nick Gates was a game-time de- 
cision against the Boilermakers. 
Starting center Dylan Utter was 
battling the effects of a dislo- 
cated finger. 

The Huskers played a four- 
quarter game against a Purdue 
team that was playing with an 
interim coach and has won three 
Big 1 


fen games in four seasons. 
‘st up for the Huskers is a 
battle-tested Wisconsin team 
that toppled LSU to start the 
year and went toe-to-toe with 
Ohio State and Michigan — both 
losses. 
As Nebraska's players headed 
to the tunnel after Saturday's 
win over Purdue, questions still 
remain about this Nebraska team 


That was the case again in Saturday's 
win over the Boilermakers as the Huskers 
struggled to move the ball on the ground 
early on behind a depleted offensive line, but 
put the clamps on defensively after halftime 
and made plays when it mattered to pull out 
a win. 

Perhaps a positive for Nebraska heading 
into this tough, two-game stretch, is that the 
Huskers have yet to play their best football. 

“We were always just struggling today, it 
felt like to me,” Riley said. “I do appreciate 
how we do struggle and how we eventually 


past the midpoint of its season. 

Is this team for real? 

We'll soon have answers. 

“I think we're going to learn how strong 
our will to win is,” senior linebacker Josh 
Banderas said. “These games, they haven't 
been pretty. My heart's been going in a lot of 
them. I'd like to have a couple where that's 
not the case. We're going to find that our 
will to win is up there with the best in the 
country. No matter what team’s in front of us, 


we're going to prepare the same and find a 
way to win somehow.” 


Find more daily news at Huskersillustrated.com 
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Story by Kevin Houck « Photo by Mitch Otto, Head Shot Courtesy of NU Media Relations, Action Photos by Joe Mixan and Jimmy Rash 


Q: When did you start playing football and 
what made you want to play? 


A: “I want to say third grade and it had to have been 
probably because my older brother was picking on me 
when I was younger. I just wanted to kind of beat up 
on him and I never got the chance so it was kind of 
nice to beat up on kids who were my age, my size.” 


Q: If you could have any superpower what 
would it be? 


A: “Dang, we talk about this all the time. I think telepor- 
tation, I just think, A, I hate traveling so just being able 
to just be there right away is probably my go to and, B, I 
could just do about anything and go anywhere.” 


Q: If you could have dinner with any person 
dead or alive, who would you pick? 


A: “That’s easy. Gabby Union without question.” 

Q: Who is your celebrity crush? 

A: “Gabby Union is one of them for sure. I got a couple 
though. Margot Robbie in Suicide Squad...I think I 


love her. So it would be probably them.” 


Q: What's an item on your bucket list you want 
to fulfill? 


A: “I’ve always wanted to go shark fishing or some 
deep sea fishing and things like that. My dad and I 


@ ; 
| ee 
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always went fishing so I want to catch some big ones.” 


Q: When you were a kid, what candy did you 
always look for first after you dumped out your 
bag on Halloween? 


A: “I think it was more of a sucker or anything hard 
candy and sour, That was my go to.” 


Q: What's your favorite move of all time? 


A: “The Mask’ and Jim Carrey. When I was little it was 
just one of the things that caught my eye and I just think 
Jim Carrey is the man too. He's always been my go to.” 


Q: What is your best childhood memory? 


A: “My brother and I used to measure our arms every 
year so I think the day that we measured them and 
mine were finally bigger was probably one of my fayor= 
ite childhood memories.” 


Q: Are you a morning or night person? 
A:“It all depends on what we are doing. I'd go night 77 “ 


though. I’m not much of a morning person. Especially 
in the offseason, I’m for sure a night person.” 


Q: If you could have any theme song follow ye 


around, which song would you pick? 


A: “The I’m ‘Blue’ song, I’m blue da ba dee da ba die... 
that’s my song.” 
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Nebraska 2d, Purdas 14 


Joshua Kalu upends Purdue wide receiver Deangelo Yancey during Saturday’s game against the Boilermakers. 


Huskers Bring Down Boilermakers 


Nebraska outscores Purdue 17-0 in second half for victory 


Story by Kevin Houck « Photos by Joe Mixan & Reggie Ryder 


fter an eventful first 15 seconds of the game, Ne- 
braska stumbled and left the door open for Purdue 
until late in the fourth quarter. The Huskers could 
never pull momentum completely to their side in 
the 27-14 victory until late 
+h had been fired earlier in the week. 

y are Purdue came here and played hard and their inten- 
tions were to win,” Nebraska Head Coach Mike Riley said after the 
game. “I think their quarterback is a real good player. He made plays, 
so did their team. We struggled in a lot of ways and we just had to 
stay with it. 

On Purdue's first play from scrimmage, quarterback David 
Blough handed the ball off to running back Markell Jones, who at- 
tempted to pass the ball as he was hit along the sideline. The pass 
lofted up in the air right into safety Kieron Williams hands for an 
interception and Williams returned the interception for one yard to 
Purdue’s 22-yard line. 

“On the first pick it was actually a trick play and I was actually 
not at the right spot,” Williams said. “I don’t know how good that is 
going to go over tomorrow. But I saw their running back putting his 
arm up and getting ready to throw and I just thot 
go get it.” 


The very next play, quarterback Tommy Armstrong kept the ball 


gainst a Boilermaker 


team whose head coa 


tT would try to 


10 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | OCTOBER 29, 2016 


on a read option for a ard touchdown, just 15 seconds into the 
game. The Boilermakers had an answer though. After moving the 
ball inside the Huskers’ five-yard line, the Blackshirts stopped three- 
straight run plays. Purdue faced a fourth-and-goal from the Husker 
one-y 

On fourth down, Blough rolled out to his left and found wide re- 
ceiver DeAngelo Yancey for a touchdown to cap off a nine-play, 75- 


ard line. 


yard drive with 10:20 left in the first quarter. 

Nebraska's next drive stalled in Purdue's red zone and kicker 
Drew Brown made a 30-yard field goal to put Nebraska up 10-7. 

After both teams traded punts. Purdue s 
in the secondary led to Blough finding 
Yancey for his second touchdown ~ this time an 8: ‘d completion 
~ with 10:52 left in the first half to put the Boilermakers up 14-10. 

Nebraska's offense would continue to stall through the rest of the 
half. On the final drive before halftime, Armstrong threw an inter- 


ed from its own two- 


urd line. A blown cover: 


ception in the final seconds in what could have been a field goal 
opportunity. 
Coming out of ha 


ftime, Tre Bryant returned the kickoff 59 yards 
to the Purdue 41-yard line but the Husker offense couldn't put a drive 
together. The Huskers failed to gain a yard, going three and out on 
the series and punted the ball back to the Boilermakers. 

After a Purdue punt, Armstrong helped NU put tc 


ether a drive 


through the air. A 40-yard touchdown 
pass from Armstrong to wide receiver 
De’Mornay Pierson-El on a slant route 
capped off a five-play, 68-yard drive 
with 7:45 left in the third quarter. 
cored. It feel 


“T’'m just happy | 
along time wait 
long road, my knee injury and everything 
like that, so | mean it felt really good get- 
ting one.” 

On the second play of the fourth quar- 
ter, wide receiver Alonzo Moore took a 
jet sweep to the right side for 
touchdown to extend Nebraska's 
24-14 with 14:05 remaining in the fourth 
quarter. This capped off an I1-play, 82- 
yard drive that had taken 5:47 off the 
third and fourth quarter clock. 

‘The Blackshirts forced a three and out 
on the following drive then on fourth- 
and-5 from their own 30-yard line, Pur- 
attempted a fake punt and was un- 
ful. 
timing was off, but I didn’t hear 
anything, and it was just something dif- 
ferent about it and somebody was com- 
ing off from the backside, coming over 
to the open, and we practiced that in 
and his timing was off and I just 
rushed it and saw it,” Pierson-El said. 

Afier the turnover on downs, Ne- 
braska’s offense moved into the red zone 
before a holding penalty anid sack moved 
the Huskers backwards. 


Brown ended the drive with a 51-yard 
field goal with 11:10 left in the game to 
put Nebraska up 27-14. 

Blough tried to take a deep shot to 
Yancey on Purdue's next drive, but Wil- 
liams picked the pass off for the second 
time in the game at the Husker 21-yard 
line. 

“I actually pray for an interception 
and 12 tackles,” Will said. “So when 
I got two interceptions and that many 
tackles, I was just in the right spot at the 
right time. The coaches called the right 
defense. 

Armstrong found wide receiver Stan- 
ley Morgan Jr. for 28 yards and tight end 
Sam Cotton for 12 yards to set up Brown 
with a 45-yard field goal attempt with 


4:10 remaining, but the kick went wide 
right. The Blackshirts were able to hold 
Purdue to turnovers on downs on its next 
two drives to seal the 27-14 victory. 
Next week, Nebraska heads to Wis- 


is set for 6 p.m. CST. 

“We're ready for anything,’ 
strong said. “You"ve got Wisconsin and 
Ohio State. And playing more teams af- 
ter that. We have to treat it like any other 
week and look at it as being a big game 
as any other game. We prepare each 
week to win. We are going to prepare as 
much as we can and go out and try to get 
awin.” 


Find more daily news at Huskersillustrated.com 


John Parrella hugs Ross Dzuris after his sack 
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STORY BY TERRY DOUGLASS | PHOTO BY JIMMY RASH 


s far as Nebraska of- 
fensive coordinator 
Danny Langsdorf was 
in injury- 
line 


concerned, 


offensive 
wasn’t an acceptable excuse for the 


riddled 


Cornhuskers’ inconsistent performance 
in a 27-14 victory over Purdue. 

With starting tackles Nick Gates and 
David Knevel both battling ankle inju- 
ries, Nebraska managed just 83 yards 
rushing through three quarters. And that 
ainst a Boilermakers’ squad that 
entered the game ranked No. 124 na- 
tionally in rushing defense 

“I think everybody, this time of 


was 


ar, 


is beat up,” Langsdorf said. “We were 


fighting through some stuff and guys 
are dinged or a little bit banged up, but 
that’s just an excuse. 

“We have to play better. We've got to 
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do a better job of finishing blocks and 
handling run pressures.” 

Nebraska had a season-low 37 rush- 
ing attempts and needed a strong fourth 


quarter to produced 157 net yards on the 


ground. The Huskers did post 74 rush- 


including 


ing yards in the fourth quarte 


10 carries for 65 yards for I-back Terrell 
Newby, who finished with §2 
22 attempts. 


ards on 


Langsdorf said the Boilermakers 


were slowing down Nebraska's running 


game by creating “a lot of middle pres- 


sure” with safeties and linebackers and 
bringing extra defenders near the line of 
serimr 


“That's where we got some one-on- 
Langsdorf said. 
And we were able to hit a few, but we 


ones on the perimeter, 


missed a few, too. I thought we missed a 


couple of big-play opportunities because 


2016 


of that. 

“When they're playing you like that, 
you've got to be able to hurt them on the 
perimeter.” 

The Huskers logged just 12 running 
plays for 74 yards in the first half as Pur- 
De- 
stuffed on its first two rushes. 


due led 14-10 at the intermission 


spite beit 


of the second half, Langsdorf said he and 
head coach Mike Riley remained com- 
mitted to the ground game, 

Nebraska quarterback Tommy Arm- 
strong Jr. said the Huskers were calm 
and confident, despite going into the in- 
termission trailing by four. Armstrong 
had 94 passing yards in the first half. but 
finished 17-of 


31 through the air for 
ds. 

“We just went into halftime just saying 
that we have to finish.” Armstrong said. 


“We left. a lot of points off the board.” 


ee 


Kieron Williams watches as Josh Banderas makes one of his team-high 13 tackles on Purdue’s Markell Jones. 


Defense doesn’t panic, clamps down in second half 


STORY BY TERRY DOUGLASS | PHOTO BY JIMMY RASH 


espite a sloppy start, Ne- 
braska’s defense kept the 
faith in a 27-14 victory 
over Purdue. The Boil- 
ermakers 239 
ainst the 


amassed 


yards passing in the first half 2 
Cornhuskers 

That included an 88-yard touchdown 
pass to wide receiver De Yancey from quar- 
terback David Blough, giving underdog 
Purdue a 14-10 lead with 10:52 remaining 


in the second quarter. 


“We had a bust in coverage, so we knew 


ot out-manned or 


that it wasn’t that we 
anything like that,” Nebraska junior safety 
Kieron Williams said. “Our coaches did a 
great job with us in the second half. They 
helped us out and got us in the position to 
make plays.” 

Nebraska held the Boilermakers s 


ore- 
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less over the game’s final 40-plus min- 
utes as Blough finished 25-of-43 passing 
for 309 yards and two TDs. However, the 
Blackshirts also limited Purdue to 24 net 
yards rushing and had two takeaways on 


interceptions by Williams. 

“We just locked in and were able to get 
a lead on what they were doing,” Williams 
said. “They were running a lot of concepts, 
a lot of different concepts out of the same 
formation so we weren't sure what they 
were going to hit us with. 


fter they kind of ran out of stuff to 
do, we were able to see tendencies and just 
make light on the ball.” 
Ni ka middle linebacker Josh Ban- 
id the Husker defense never pan- 
icked, despite 
trailing by four. 

“We just got back to ourselves and that’s 


oing into the locker room 


all id. 


There's nobody yelling at each other or 


anyone was saying.” Banderas s 


saying we have to do this or making ab- 
and stuff, It’s just, 
“Hey, let’s get back to what we do.” 


surd corrections on pla! 


Nebraska defensive coordinator Mark 
Banker said Purdue had success in the first 
half because the Huskers were misplaying 
the Boilermakers’ “bunch set” in both man 
and zone pass coverage. 

“They gave us a couple of routes ~ three 
we hadn't seen earlier 
y hit us with 
a couple of new ones,” Banker said. “The 


different routes 
ames and th 


and in previous 


wrinkles were good. They anticipated man 
coverage in some of those situations and 
up a little bit (be- 


we just started chat 


tween) man and zone 
“The players did a nice job of making 

the adjustment.” 
OCTOBER 29, 
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Nebraska 27, Purdue 14 


Oct. 22, 2016 at Memorial Stadium in Lincoln, Nebraska 
Attendance: 90,546 


Score by Quarters 1 2 3| 4] ‘Total 

Purdue 7 7 0 0) 14 

Nebraska 10 ol 7|_ 10] 27) 

Qtr Time Scoring Play V-H 

ist 14:44 NEB - Armstrong Jr. 22 yd run (Brown, Drew kick), 1-22 0:08 0-7 
10:20 PUR - Yancey, De 1 yd pass from Blough, David (Dellinger, J.D. kick), 9-75 4:24 7-7 
04:03 NEB - Brown, Drew 30 yd field goal, 12-52 6:17 7-10 

2nd 10:52 PUR - Yancey, De 88 yd pass from Blough, David (Dellinger, J.D. kick), 4-98 2:01 14-10 

3r¢ 07:45 NEB - Pierson-El, D. 40 yd pass from Armstrong Jr. (Brown, Drew kick), 5-68 2:28 14-17 

ath 14:05 NEB - Moore, Alonzo 24 yd run (Brown, Drew kick), 11-82 5:47 14 - 24 
11:10 NEB - Brown, Drew 51 yd field goal, 5--5 2:01 14 - 27 
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Tommy Armstrong Jr. races to the end zone for a first quarter touchdown run against Purdue to give NU a 7-0 lead. 


: (a “es Hs ¥ 
Brandon Reilly comes down with a key third 
down catch against the Boilermakers. 


Mikale Wilbon makes a move after catching a 
pass against Purdue. 
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Team Statistics 


PUR NEB 

FIRST DOWNS 13 22 
Rushing 4 10 
Passing 9 11 
Penalty 0 1 
NET YARDS RUSHING 24 157 
Rushing Attempts 22 37 
Average Per Rush sheik 4.2 
Rushing Touchdowns 0 2 
Yards Gained Rushing 60 187 
Yards Lost Rushing 36 30 
NET YARDS PASSING 309 252 
Completions-Attempts-Int 25-45-2 17-31-1 
Average Per Attempt 6.9 8.1 
Average Per Completion 12.4 14.8 
Passing Touchdowns 2 1 
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 333 409 
Total offense plays 67 68 
Average Gain Per Play 5.0 6.0 
Fumbles: Number-Lost 0-0 0-0 
Penalties: Number-Yards 4-32 7-67 
PUNTS-YARDS 5-223 5-200 
Average Yards Per Punt 44.6 40.0 
Net Yards Per Punt 40.6 39.2 
Inside 20 2 3 
50+ Yards 1 1 
Touchbacks 1 0 
Fair catch 1 0 
KICKOFFS-YARDS 3-190 6-395 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 63.3 65.8 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 35.3 42.3 
Touchbacks 1 4 
Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 1-4-0 1-0-0 
Average Per Return 4.0 0.0 
Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 2-41-0 1-59-0 
Average Per Return 20.5 59.0 
Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 1-23-0 2-1-0 
Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 0-0-0 0-0-0 
Miscellaneous Yards 0 0 
Possession Time 26:41 33:19 
1st Quarter 7:57 7:03 
2nd Quarter 8:49 6:11 
3rd Quarter 6:06 8:54 
4th Quarter 3:49 a Rake 
Third-Down Conversions 6 of 16 7 of 15 
Fourth-Down Conversions 20f 5 0 of O 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 1-1 3-3 
Touchdowns 1-1 1-3 
Field goals 0-1 2-3 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 1-14 3-32 
PAT Kicks 2-2 353 
Field Goals 0-0 2-3 
Points off turnovers 0 7 
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Left: Tre Bryant had a 59-yard kick off return for the Huskers 
to open the second half and also caught a pass. Above: Drew 
Brown watches his career-long 51-yard field goal go through the 
uprights. 


Individual Statistics 


Purdue Nebraska 
Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg 
Jones, Markell 1036 40 36 0 8 3.6 Newby, Terrell 22 93 11 82 0 25 3.7 
Worship, Richie 3 8 O 8 O 4 2.7 — Armstrong Jr. 10 69 18 51 1 22 5.1 
Lankford-Johnso t+ 2 0 2 @ 2 20 Moore, Alonzo 2 24 O 24 1 24 12.0 
Kimbrough 2 3 2 1 0 3 0.5 Wilbon, Mikale 1 £ 0 & Of 1 who 
TEAM 1 0 2 -2 0 0 -2.0 Pierson-El, D. 1 0 0 0 0 0 00 
Blough, David 511 32-21 0 9 -4.2 TEAM 10 1° -1 0 0 -1.0 
Totals 22. 60 36 24 0 9 ii Totals 37 187 30 157.2 25 4.2 
Passing C-A-1 Yds TD Long Sack Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack 
Blough, David 25-43-1 309 2 88 3 Armstrong Jr. 17-31-1252 140 1 
Marshall, Bilal 0-1-0 Cane) 0 0 Totals 17-31-1252. «1~=~40 1 
Jones, Markell 0-1-1 oo 0 0 
Totals 25-45-2309 2 88 3 
Receiving No. Yards TD Long Receiving No. Yards TD Long 
Marshall, Bilal 5 84. 0 44 Reilly, Brandon 4 73,~«0 28 
Herdman, Cole 5 39 OO 23 Pierson-El, D. 3 69 1 40 
Yancey, De 4 100 2 88 Cotton, Sam 3 27,20 12 
Jones, Markell 4 27.20 12 Morgan Jr., S. 2 430 28 
Posey, Cameron 3 29 Oo 15 Newby, Terrell 2 2120 15 
Hopkins, Brycen 2 20 0 11 Moore, Alonzo 1 14.0 14 
Phillips 1 5 0 Ss Wilbon, Mikale 1 40 4 
Kimbrough 1 5 0 5 Bryant, Tre 1 1-10: 1 
Totals 25° #309°~«2 88 Totals 17 252.~=«21 40 
Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20_ TB 
Schopper, Joe 5223 44.6 ‘51 21 Lightbourn, C. 4172 43.0 56 3. 0 
Totals 5 223 44.6 51 2 1 TEAM 128 28.0 28 oo 
Totals 5 200 40.0 56 sz 0 
Punt Kickoff Intercept Punt Kickoff Intercept 
Returns No Yds _tg|No Yds_Ltg|No Yds_tqg Returns No Yds_Ltg|No Yds_Lg|No Yds_Lgq 
Kimbrough 1 4 40 0 Of 0 O O _ Pierson-El, D. 1 0 oOo 0 OO oO Oo 
Wegher, Jack 0 0 Of 1 19 19] 0 0 0 _ Bryant, Tre 0 oO oO] 1 59 59}0 0 O 
Herman, Jimmy 0 0 of O oO Oo} 1 23 23 Williams, K. oo olo o ol2 1 1 
Lankford-Johnso 0 0 0} 1_ 22 22] 0 0 0 “Totals 1 0 Of 1 59 59)2 a 2 
Totals 1 4 4[ 2 41 22[ 1 23 23 
Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result 
Brown, Drew 1st 04:03 30 yards Good 
Brown, Drew 4th 11:10 51 yards Good 
Brown, Drew 4th 04:10 45 yards Missed 
Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB 
Dellinger, J.D. 3. 190 63.3 1 1 Brown, Drew 6 395 658 4 O 
All-purpose Run Rev KR PR IR Total All-purpose Run Rev KR PR IR Total 
Yancey, De 0 100° 0 © © 100 Newby, Terrell 82.21 O O O 103 
Marshall, Bilal 0 84 0 0 oO 84 Reilly, Brandon 0 73 0 oO oO 73 
Jones, Markell 36 270 0 oO 63 _—Pierson-El, D. 0 6 O oO oO 69 
Herdman, Cole 0 39 0 0 oO 39 Bryant, Tre o 1 59 O 0O 60 
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# Purdue 


JIMMY RASHIMUSKE! ATED 


Left: Mick Stoltenberg brings down a Purdue player. Above: 
Defensive tackle Kevin Maurice has a light-hearted moment 
with the umpire. 


Defensive Statistics 


Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds 


2 Hunte, Da'Wan 
9 Neal, Lorenzo 
1T Wilson, Eddy 
21 Bailey, Markus 
13 Robinson, Gelen 
3 Clark, Leroy 

36 Ezechukwu 

27 Mosley, Navon 
4 Bentley 

95 Panfil, Evan 

24 Cason, Tim 

23 Hayes, Josh 

26 Parker, C.J. 

7 Yancey, De 

83 Dotson, Malcolm 
45 Larkin, Austin 
80 Burgess 

70 Roos, Jordan 

7 Gregory, Robert 
29 Herman, Jimmy 


1,0-14 


TFL-Yds__ FF_FR-Yds _ Int-Yds BrUp Bliks QBH 
il = 


Sn) 


Totals 


# Nebraska 


DBIOOR REE RHR ENWWWHENNNEUAD 
DOK HEHEHE NNERAUUDHDAAVG 


BICHOCDCDODCDOOKH ORB HEH AWAANHEU 


N 
a 


ln 
oS ow 
io 


1.0-14 


Ast Total Sacks-Yds 


10-29 0 0-0 1-23 1 


52 Banderas, Josh 
5 Young II, D. 

25 Gerry, Nathan 
26 Williams, K. 

10 Kalu, Joshua 

1A Rose-Ivey, M. 
8A Jones, Chris 

44 Stoltenberg, M. 
24 Williams, Aaron 
88 Dzuris, Ross 

55 Maurice, Kevin 
16 Reed, Antonio 
91 Akinmoladun, F. 
3 Newby, Marcus 
96 Davis, Carlos 
87 Reilly, Brandon 
1C Joseph, Boaz 

7_ Barry, Mohamed 


13 
It: 
6 


TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds_Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH 
1-1 - - - - 


' 
rReEN 


Totals 


DICOHRRFOORBRHEENENNNUY 


4 
4 
4 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
i 
6 


N 
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RUSHING OFFENSE: the Huskers scored two touchdowns on the ground 
Saturday. Terrell Newby ran hard and made things happen when there wasn't much 
room right in front of him. That's essentially the positive. Nebraska struggled to push 
back a Purdue front that won't be confused for being in the upper echelon of the Big 
Ten. The Huskers constantly let the Boilermakers own the point of attack. There's no question 
the unit is banged up, but that’s football. Nebraska has to do better going forward. ~ Mike 
Schaefer 


ove Cavd 


PASSING OFFENSE: there were moments Saturday where things looked 


pretty good through the air. Tommy Armstrong Jr. let it rip a few times and he hit 
De’Mornay Pierson-El for a nice touchdown and he found Brandon Reilly on a big third 
down completion to keep drives alive, But it was still erratic at best. Armstrong still 
casually tossed an interception down the middle of the field, perfectly hitting a safety. ~ Mike 
Schaefer 


AHusléev 


RUSHING DEFENSE: forthesecond straight game, Nebraska's defense held 


an opponent in check on the ground, Purdue managed just 24 yards rushing on the 


f 


ground on 22 carries ~ that comes out to 1.1 yards per carry. The Boilermakers hadn't “J 
really lit things up as a rushing team, but Nebraska didn't allow Purdue quarterback 
David Blough to run free as he did last year in West Lafayette, Give credit to Nebraska's 
linebackers for their sure tackling, and the Husker defensive tackles for clogging the lanes. 
Josh Banderas finished with 13 tackles and Dedrick Young Ill had 11 to lead the way for 
Nebraska. ~ Michael Bruntz 


PASSING DEFENSE: 4 team finally dared to challenge Nebraska over the 
top, and had a little success, David Blough came into the game leading the Big Ten in 
passing, and finished Saturday's game 25-for-43 for 309 yards, two touchdowns and one 
interception. The Huskers also picked off running back Markell Jones on an ill-advised 
halfback pass on Purdue's first possession. The big strike came on an 88-yard TD pass from 
Blough to DeAngelo Yancey. But from that point, Nebraska put the clamps on Purdue's passing 
game, and the Boilermakers managed just 78 yards passing in the second half, - Michael Bruntz 


KICKING/SPECIAL TEAMS: the much-maligned special teams group 
had a bounce back game against the Boilermakers, Drew Brown hit a career-long 51- 
yard field goal, a 30-yarder and missed a 45-yarder wide. Kick returner Tre Bryant had 
59-yard return coming out of halftime, though the Huskers were unable to capitalize 
offensively. Caleb Lightbourn averaged 43 yards on his four punts and put three inside the 
Purdue 20-yard line on the afternoon. Lightbourn had a rugby-style punt tipped in the fourth 
quarter, but it still rolled into Boilermaker territory. After last week's struggles, Nebraska was 
probably pleased with the bounce back, though it will need to be better against Wisconsin 
and Ohio State. - Michael Bruntz 


Quoting Nebraska wide receiver De’Mornay 
Pierson-El on Wisconsin and Ohio State: 
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PIERSON-EL SHINES OFFENSIVELY 

After missing nearly all of last season and not be- 
ing cleared until the start of fall camp, De’Mornay 
Pierson-El had his best game offensively for the 
Huskers against Purdue. Pierson-E! had three recep- 
tions for 69 yards, including a 40-yard touchdown on 
a slant route. Pierson-El caught another slant pass for 
23 yards yards and was just tripped up from behind. 
“The first one, I kind of slowed down for a lit- 
tle bit. The second one, I kind of burst through. So 
it was just working with Tommy, and Tommy was 
talking about it on the sideline and we came back to 
it, and I finally got in the endzone.” 

It was last year’s game against the Boilermakers 
when he suffered a leg injury. Pierson-El said he had 
to put it behind him and play. 

“A little bit going into the game, but 1 couldn't 
do nothing but play my game, it didn’t matter who 
gainst. So | got out there, played as hard as 1 
could.” Pierson-E] said. 
he production came at the right time for Pierson- 
With Jordan Westerkamp and Cethan Carter out 
with injuries, sive line banged up, Ne- 
braska struggled to find room in the ground game 
against Purdue’s 124th-ranked run defense. 

“It is our deepest area on the team, It would 
not normally be very y to fill in for Jordan 
Westerkamp and Cethan Carter and make it look like 
football at all,” Nebraska coach Mike Riley said. 
“But we have enough guys that can make plays that 
we can do that, I really Ii 


it was a 


ind the offen 


¢ this group.” 


NU MUST FIND MORE ROOM TO RUN 
Nebraska’s rushing offense in the fourth quarter 
overshadowed real problems in the Huskers’ run 
me against Purdue. 
Of Nebraska's 157 rushing yards, 74 came in the 
final quarter. Offensive coordinator Danny Langs- 
dorf said only managing 83 yards through the first 
three quarters is concerning. 
“It was a struggle for a lot of the game. That is 


a concern,” Langsdorf said. “We've found ways to 
win games, which is great, but we have to be more 
productive and consistent in the running game.” 
Part of the reason for the success in the fourth 
quarter was due to halftime changes by the Huskers. 
“We made a couple of adjustments at halftime,” 
dorf said. “We found ways to get on the pe- 
touchdown by Zo 


rimeter, a good fly sweep for 
(Alonzo Moore). Sometimes it’s a matter of trying 


different stuff. 
The Boilermakers frequently stacked the box and 
used blitzes to stop the run game. Right tackle Cole 
Conrad said it’s all about going back to the drawing 
board. 
“They do a good job with pressures and bringing 
people id. “We have to study what we 


EAUIMMURASHINUS KERSIECUSTRALED Ieee 


ost BS CON SS 


eae 


De’Mornay Pierson-El and Trey Foster both signal a first down after one of Pierson-El’s catches. 


did and do a better job with the stunts and 
pressures. 


Despite going seven of 15 on third 
downs, Nebraska was often faced with 
third-and-long situations. 
ative plays on 


and 
ond downs often haunted the Huskers 
throughout drives on Saturday. 

“We pride ourselves on first and sec- 
running back Terrell Newby 
That sets up everything and we 
didn’t do well on that.” 

Added Langsdorf, “We were in third- 
and-long a bunch of times and that forces 
us into a bad way to play. I thought we 
did not have good production on first and 
second down runnii 

The Huskers converted  third-d 
and third-and-16 plays in the third quarter 
that led to a touchdown. 

They also converted on third-and-8 


first sec 


ond downs 


said. 
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and third-and-12 on a fourth-quarter drive 
that resulted in a missed field goal but ate 
up over six minutes off the clock. 

“It’s good when you can get those 
third-down 
“It does a lot for our confidence. We love 


conversions.” Conrad _ said. 


long drives and extending drives to get 


touchdowns.” 

Injuries along the offensive helped Ne- 
braska’s cause for the depleted run game. 
Right tackle David Knevel left the g 
with his injured ankle and left tackle Nick 


ame 


Gates was still bothered by his sprained an- 
kle but managed to play through the injury. 

“It was probably a decision that was 
talked about as late as this morni 
Riley said. “We're pretty thin there 
but we're not going to talk about 
that too much because when we go out 
there we expect to look better than that 
and play better than that as a group, have 
some more consistency. I’m hoping that 
we will feel better and get healthier as we 
We'll have to look at it closely. Kn- 
evel has now started to come out of three 


now. 


games in a row, so we've got to look at all 
of that pretty hard. 

“We did want to run the ball, but I 
don’t know about more. Things got a lit- 
and we did some 
But those 
early, 
hat we didn’t say, okay 
this is what we can rely on.” 


tle better as we went. 
plays that were nice looki 


came late, there was no consistence; 


there w 


Quarterba 
tinues to rewrite 


k Tommy Armstrong con- 
the Nebraska history 
books this season. Armstron 17 pass 
completions increased his total to 577 in 
his career moving him into sole posses- 
sion of first place. Previous leader Taylor 
Martinez had 575 completions. His 303 
yards of total offense was his school-re- 
cord 13th game of 300 yards or more of 
total offense. Armstrong has 9,989 career 
yards of total offense and is 11 yards short 
of becoming the 11th player in Big Ten 
history with 10,000 yards of career total 


offense. 
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Clockwise from above: Antonio Reed sacks Purdue 
quarterback David Blough. Stanley Morgan Jr. soars for a 
catch. Tight end Sam Cotton battles through two Purdue 
defenders. Kieron Williams makes his second interception 
of the game for NU. Josh Kalu zeroes in on a Purdue player. 
Morgan Jr. and Brandon Reilly signal first down. Chris Jones 
tackles Purdue receiver Bilal Marshall 
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JONES EMERG = AS PRO PROSPECT 


Compiled by Kevin Houck 


With they way Chris Jones has been playing this year 
it is no secret that he could become a top NFL Draft pick 
someday if not this year. 

The junior went from a underrated collegiate prospect 
to one of the best cornerbacks in all of college football this 
season, 

“Chris is having a great year,” Nebraska Head Coach 
Mike Riley said. “He's given us some real consistency. I 
think he’s been very, very sound, and he is opportunistic, 
that’s for sure. He's had real good year to this point, and I 
think he'll continue to.” 

Despite already getting national exposure for his play 
this season, Jones had his best game of the season against 
Indiana. 

Jones broke up two fourth-down passes and returned a 
33-yard interception for a touchdown in the first half, 

Defensive backs coach Brian Stewart credited his inter- 
ception to awareness of the situation. 

“I thought he played pretty good,” Stewart said, “The 
interception he got that’s really not his play, you know, his 
guy ran a nine route but they ran that play earlier in the 
game and they caught it. It’s a testament to him as a player, 
he saw it and reacted on it. That's big time.” 

During the offseason, the Florida native added 15 
pounds of muscle to his frame and more importantly took 
the time to understand the mental side of the game. 

“Confidence has to be high, especially at my position,” 
Jones said. “You've got to have confidence, and you've got 
to have a short-term memory. My confidence just grows 
every game. 
ery time I step onto the field, | feel like I'm the best 
corner in the game. I feel like there's no receiver who's go- 
ing to catch a pass on me. I feel like I can be a dominant 
player.” 

Last season, Nebraska coaches continued the starters 
that played during Pelini’s stint in order to not mess with 
the chemistry of the team. But as the season went on, Stew- 
art took notice of Jones’s coachable approach. 

“It's a change of what they've done in the past and you 
got to want to do it and understand why you do it and he's 
done a good job doing that,” Stewart said of the techniques 
in the defense. “And with him starting off doing it at a con- 
sistent level it was easy for the other guys to see and join 


In, 
A year later, Jones has mastered the techniques of the 

defense, Stewart said it was an easy decision when asked 

who had the best footwork of all the defensive backfield. 

“That's an easy one. Chris Jones. He's like Men’s Ware- 
house. He likes what he puts on tape right. He sees that and 
he's pretty ted about that.” 

Jones is tied for second place in the Big Ten and ranked 
11th nationally with three interceptions this season. He 
also has six pass breakups which is tied for fourth in the 
Big Ten. 

Stewart said NFL coaches have been calling him about 
the turnaround and even keeping an eye on certain players 


Continued on Pg. 26 
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MOST RECENT 
SECOND ROUND 
NFL DRAFT PICKS 


JOEIMIXANTHUSKERSTUCUSTRAYEC 


Randy Gregory pressures Miami quarterback Brad Kaaya. 


Randy Gregory, Cowboys 
Defensive End, 2015 


Ameer Abdullah, Lions 
Running Back, 2015 


Wide Receiver, 2014 


Lavonte David, Buccaneers 
Linebacker, 2012 


Brandon Jackson, Packers 
Running Back, 2005 


1 
2) 
3 | Stanley Jean Baptiste, Saints 
4 
5 
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de receiver De’Mornay Pir £1 scored his first touchdown of the season on a 40-yard rec: as a much better feeli 
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g this season against Purdue for Pierson-El, who suffered a season-ending knee injury in last year’s loss at Purdue. 
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Continued from Pg. 23 


in the program. 

“T get calls from Wade Phillips in 
Denver, from Reggie Herring in Denver, 
DeWayne Walker with the Jacksonville 
Jaguars and Kirby Wilson who's at the 
Cleveland Browns,” Stewart said. “Those 
guys talk to me consistently and say that 
they're excited about what we're doing 
and how we're doing it.” 

The 6-foot, 185 pounder has the size 
and length for the next level, which 
makes there a possibility for him to 
leave for the NFL Draft early but all that 
talk can wait as Jones has more impor- 
tant things to worry about right now. 

“Right now, it’s about college foot- 
ball and us getting to that champion- 
ship game,” Jones said. “The NFL will 
come, but right now, it’s about us and 
this team.” 


Nebraska's offensive line has suffered 
a handful of injuries to this point in the 
season but their top lineman hasn't been 
ruled out against Purdue yet. 

Sophomore Nick Gates returned 
Thursday for the Huskers half-padded 
practice. Gates suffered an ankle sprain 
against Indiana but was able to play 
through the pain, 

“Nick Gates practiced some today,’ 
Nebraska Head Coach Mike Riley said. 
“He didn’t necessarily go every play all 
day long with the ones, but he did some 
practicing, which is encouraging. 

Riley went on to say he would make a 
final decision after seeing how Gates an- 
kle responded to the practice on Friday. 

“It’s hard for me to say. Probably part 
of it will be how he reacts to the work he 
did today, how he feels tomorrow.” 

If Gates can't play, Cole Conrad would 
be next in line at left tackle on Saturday. 

“We've had Cole Conrad practicing 
there a good part of the week and a lot 
today,” Riley said. “So we'll make a good 
decision about Nick when we really 
know more tomorrow.” 

Conrad filled in the past three games 
as right tackle David Knevel reaggra 
ed his sprained ankle in back-to-back 
games. Knevel is on schedule to play 
against Purdue. 

Nebraska could also turn to senior 
Corey Whitaker if needed. Left guard 
Sam Hahn is also naturally a tackle and 


can move over to tackle. 

“I mean tackle is where I've been for 
years, so I'll bounce out there if I need 
to do something,” Hahn said. “If not, Pll 
stay at guard. Just whatever needs to be 
done, I'll do it” 

Wide receiver Jordan Westerkamp and 
tight end Cethan Carter are both out this 
week against Purdue. 


Following Nebraska's offensive strug- 
gles against Indiana, offensive coordina- 
tor Danny Langsdorf said, this week, the 
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NU offensive line coach Mike Cavanaugh talks with his linemen against Purdue. 


Huskers must improve on their third- 
down conversion efficiency moving for- 
ward. 

The Huskers were just 5 of 15 on third- 
down conversions against the Hoosiers. 
The worst conversion rate all season. 

“Yeah, it was not good last week,” 
Langsdorf said. “We went from 70 per- 
cent at Illinois to 33 percent. Overall, | 
think we have been very good. We took 
a step back last week and didn’t make as 
many plays and we are missing a couple 
of those third-down weapons. 

Quarterback Tommy Armstrong said 
that starts with moving the ball more ef- 


= 
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Above: Stanley Morgan Jr. fends off a Purdue defender. Below: Former NU assistant Ross Els, who is now a Purdue coach, pre- 


sented Nebraska with a special commemorative black Purdue Sam Foltz jersey before the game. 


fectively on early downs. 

“We aim to be second-and-4 each second down, and we 
found ourselves in second-and 8, second-and-9, averaging 
ard last week, and we don't want that. So we've just got to 
make sure that offensive line, we protect up front and we run 
hard in the backfield and catch the ball out wide, so as a unit, 
we've just got to make sure we execute.” 

The Huskers are missing their top two third down passing 
weapons in Cethan Carter and Jordan Westerkamp but Langs 
dorf said that is just an excuse. 


one 


“That’s an excuse, and we need a couple guys to pick up the 
slack, and we've talked about that in practice.” 


With the Huskers top pass catchers in Jordan Westerkamp 
and Cethan Carter out, wide receiver Stanley 
picked up the slack to become to the go-to-guy. 

The New Orleans native, leads the Huskers with 16 catches 


Morgan Jr. has 


and is tied with Westerkamp for the team lead with 228 receiv- 
ing yards. 

In the past two games 
with injuries during the Illinois games, Morgan has six recep- 
tions for 132 yards and a touchdown. 


with Carter and Westerkamp leaving 


“I love Stanley Morgan,” Nebraska Head Coach Mike Riley 
said. “I think he's one of the most tough-minded people that 
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we have on the team. He is a reliable guy. He was that coming 
in, that’s why he pla 
injuries in camp, remember, a year ago, so Stanley got a ton of 
work and just kind of showed everybody who he was.” 


yed as a true freshman. We had so many 


Going further into his six receptions, four have been for 
first downs and three have been for third-down conversions. 
‘As a player, Stan goes 1,000 percent on every single pla 
junior safety Kieron Williams said Monday 


single ball. I’ve seen 


‘ou can never 


count him out. He's going up to get eve! 
him at practice catch some balls, because I can barely catch 
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JOE MIXAN/HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED. 


Brad Simpson has been one of the most consistent players on special teams for Nebraska this season. 


myself, I'm like, ‘Yeah, that’s dope.” 
Wide receivers coach Keith Williams 
said Morgan has been playing at that po- 
tential since the beginning of the season. 
“He's just being Williams 
said, “He’s been playing at that level it’s 
just has to come 
That doesn't ne! 
targeted or not targeted. What the de- 


steady.” 


our way in our offense. 


sarily mean getting 


fense shows is what you need to do but 
he's been ready to play since the season 
started.” 


There was some good and bad special 
teams play in Nebraska's win over Indi- 
ana. 

The good was kicker Drew Brown 
continued to impress with two more 
field goals in the game and 
continued with solid tackling on the 
kickoff unit. 

“Drew Brown is really having a good 
year,” Nebraska Head Coach Mike Riley 
said. “I wish | didn’t have him try that 


Nebraska 


long field goal in that Illinois game, oth 
erwise hed be perfect. They should take 
that off the books and put ‘bad coach 
ing’ in there or something.” 

The bad still loomed in the coach's 
mind. Punter Caleb Lightbourn had a punt 
blocked for a safety and a 39-yard punt re 
turn resulted in a Hoosier touchdown. 

“Our punt team 
We couldn't protect,” Riley said. “We got 


It was a bad day 


a punt blocked, and thank goodness it 
. If it would've 


it ended up being a safety 
been a touchdown we would've lost the 
game. Then we gave up the big return. 
That team's job is to protect and cover, 


and we didn't do either of them. So we’ 
got a lot of work to do there.” 


Freshman cornerback Lamar Jackson 
entered the Husker program with big 
expectations from fans this season. 

With the level at which the secondary 
is performing at right now, the heralded 
recruit has only seen limited action on 
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defense with his mainstay on special 
teams thus far. 

Defensive backs coach Brian Stewart 
said it has nothing to do with his per- 
formance and he actually had his best 


practice of the year on Tuesday. 


“I know he had a great practice,” 
Stewart said. “I told him that was proba- 
bly the best practice I’ve seen from him. 
I'm excited about where he is at. When 
you're a young guy like that, you don't 
know what you don't know? 


Stewart said Jackson is still learning 
the nuances of the defense. 

“I think that you just want to get out 
there because you've been doing this 
ears old,” Stewart 
said. “Just like, ‘Throw me the ball! Let 
me go out there and do it! Throw it to 


since you were 9-10 y 


me!’ You still gotta do it in the param- 
eters of our defense and the way we ask 
you to. He's still learning that, but he's 
doing a great job picking up things and 
playing hard. He wants to play at that 
level, too. He has the athletic ability to 
do that, he just has to fine tune every- 
thing and get out there.” 


Hometown Huskers 


Walk-on Brad Simpson relishes special teams role 


Story by Kevin Houck + Photo by Mitch Otto 


ERB SIMPS: is making his name 
known for the Huskers in a unique wa‘ 
Instead of stopping opposing offenses, he is controlling 
Nebraska's field possession on special teams play at a time. 
But as the walk-on from Ralston High School stood in 
front of a circle of reporters earlier this week, sweat contin- 

ued to drizzle down his face during his four-minute inter- 
view. Turns out, finding a niche on special teams can place 
one in the spotlight. 

“I don't have a big role as a linebacker,” Simpson said. 
“So | take special teams as a way to step on the field, and do 
the best I can.” 

Time after time, Simpson is the first Husker down the 
field on kickoffs and punting situations leaving a lasting 
impression on his head coach. 

“I'm especially proud of and have a lot of respect for 
Brad Simpson,” Nebraska Head Coach Mike Riley 
said, “What a great job he’s done.” 

Simpson's dropped 10 pounds during the 
offseason to improve his speed and agility. 
Linebackers coach Trent Bray had lineb: 
ers Dedrick Young and Marcus Newby do the 
same in the offseason but Simpson said it was 
his decision to become more fit. 

“The last two years I've been 
about 230 and now I’m kind of = 
hanging around 220 to 225 
tops so [can really feel a 
big di 
I move,” Simpson said. 
“T feel real agile and 
stuff.” 

Special teams coor- 
dinator Bruce Reed 
uses a point system 
on special teams to 
measure the pro- 
duction of each 
player. You are 
able to gain or 
lose points on 
any given 
play. 

For J ‘ 
instance, ‘ 
knocking 
down a blocker 
on kick coverage or 
making a tackle is worth five points. 
a player can lose points by failing 


erence inthe way / 
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to complete his assignments. 

“It’s really cool the way they promote special teams for 
guys like me that aren't seeing much time at their position 
and this is kind of a way to show what you can do,” Simpson 
said. “It’s really cool the way they do the point system to 
motivate guys who don’t have a big role.” 

The 6-foot, 220-pound linebacker is first in points and over 
100 points ahead of the second place. Linebacker Chris Weber 
and safety JoJo Domann are the two nearest to Simpson. All 
players on the kickoff coverage unit receive points if the oppo- 
nents’ returner is tackled inside the 20-yard line. Which play of 
the season has Simpson received the most points on? 

“There was one play in the Oregon game when I knocked 
my guy down and tackled the ball carrier,” Simpson said. 

Simpson received 10 points for the play. 

The senior, who is behind several other players on the 
depth chart at linebacker, said the preparation each week 
starts with film study. 

“It just goes beyond film and before practice and 
stuff,” Simpson said. “You really have to know your 
opponent and some people kind of overlook special 
teams but I kind of take it as an opportunity. So | 
) try to watch as much film as I can.” 

Since Riley has taken over the Nebra: 
job, one of his biggest emphasis 
has been special teams, which 
is why he has always had 
Reed as his special teams 


The point system 
is released to the players. 
on Sunday's before film 
study, which gives the 
players a little some- 
thing to talk about 
during the week 
of practice. 

Simpson 
said special 
teams players 
use the points 
system as 
competition 
between the 
special teams 
unit. 
“We talk trash 
sometimes to make it a little 
competition between us.” 
Simpson said with a smirk. 
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at Evanston, Ill. 


Sat, Sep 24 Northwestern * 


Sat, Oct 15 Indiana * at Bloomington, Ind. 


Sat, Oct 29 Wisconsin * at Madison, Wis. 
Sat, Nov 05 Ohio State * at Columbus, Ohio 


at lowa City, lowa 


Fri, Nov 25 


1ce Games 


SHELTER 


INSURANCE 


We're your Shield. We're your Shelter. 


Is Shelter In Your Huddle? 


Now that’s a game plan. 


For defensive coverage you can depend on, call Shelter today. 


SHELTER 
INSURANCE 


s Al 2 N 
Joel & Glenda Austin Tonia Blain Jeff Bond Jeb Brant Reed Devall Rich Diers 
Fairbury Norfolk Lincoln Hastings Lincoln Lincoln 
402-729-5508 402-379-0662 402-420-1992 402-463-3003 402-464-9300 402-464-9511 
David Doll Megan Fales Myron Hahn Brad Hisel Katrina Hjermstad Craig Kerr 
Ralston Cozad Nebraska City North Platte Gretna Lincoln 
391-; 308-784-4050 402-873-9149 308-532-7359 402-339-3765 402-464-9315 
Margaret Lanik Dennis Maloy Matt Moorhead Jim Mowinkel Chris Myer Julie Null 
Fremont Bellevue Lincoln Gretna Omaha Plattsmouth 


402-816-4374 


402-292-3500 402-488-2545 402-916-9155 402-334-9317 402-296-2828 


ya 


Jeff Peterson Joni Rodabaugh Jackie Rowan Mike Scheffert Dan Schiefelbein Sondra Thompson 


Lincoln Grand Island Lexington Lincoln Columbus Blair 
402-420-1993 308-381-8300 308-324-5314 402-488-2522 163-2002 402-426-4289 


Shelter 
Insurance 
is proud to 

support Natalie Vampola Scott VerMaas 

the Huskers. eee Fr ive Bs aeaye seseerae 


Paul Sucha Matt Woodward 


PO AEA URED CNet Tee Rate 


cane eis passes, ‘a husker autographed tues 
mi ig gs $50 restaurant tale certificate. 


facebook:com/ .. @LincolnPatking 
LineolnParking : 
bey Varga ay 


RESERVE FOOT BAT, Park 


Go 


PAVE TEN GON GIES 
2016 NEBRASKA FOOTBALL ROSTER 


ParkandGo.org 


No Name Pos Ht Wt Yr Hometown No Name Pos Ht Yr Ho 

1 LamarJackson DB 6-3. 195 Fr. Elk Grove, Calif. (Franklin) 41 Luke McNitt FB 6-2 rib Jt. Kearney Heb. (Nebraska-Kearney)(Kearney) 
1 Jordan Westerkamp WR 6-0 200 Sr, Lombard, Ill. (Montini Catholic) 42 Trey Foster TE 6-2 250 Sr. Lincoln, Neb, (Southeast) 

2 Tony Butler DB 6-2 195 Fr. Lakewood, Ohio (St. Edward) 43 Tyrin Ferguson LB 6-2. 225 So, New Orleans, La. (Edna Karr) 

2 Zack Darlington WR 6-2 195 So, Apopka, Fla. (Apopka) 43 Todd Honas WR 5-11 200 Fr. Aurora, Neb. (Aurora) 

3 Lavan Alston Jr. = WR 6-0 175 RFr. Oxnard, Calif. (St. Bonaventure) 44 Mitch McCann = FB 6-0 240 Sr. Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 

3 MarcusNewby = LB_ 6-1 235 Jr. North Potomac, Md. (Quince Orchard) 44 Mick Stoltenberg DL 6-5 290 So. Gretna, Neb. (Gretna) 

4 AveryAnderson —S_— 6-0 185._RFr. Surprise, Ariz. (Pine Creek (Colorado Springs)) 45 Ty Chaffin WR 6-5 200 Fr. Burwell, Neb. (Burwell) 

4 Tommy Armstrong Jr. QB 6-1 220 Sr. Cibolo, Texas (Steele) 45 AJ. Natter DE 6-5 260 Jr. Milton, Wis. (Milton) 

5 DedrickYoungi! LB 6-1 220 So, Peoria, Ariz. (Centennial) 47 Branden HohensteinTE 6-4 205 Fr. Jackson, Neb. (Bishop Heelan) 

6 Ericlee Jr. CB 6-0 190 RFF. Milton, Mass. (Valor Christian (Colorado)) 47 MattJarzynka «DE «6-4_-255. So. Loup City, Neb. (Loup City) 

7 Mohamed Barry LB 6-1 220 RFr. Grayson, Ga. (Grayson) 48 Erik Evans DE 6-3 255 Jr. Waverly, Neb. (Waverly) 

8 Chris Jones (B 6-0 185 Jr. Jacksonville, Fla. (Sandalwood) 49 Austin Hemphill FB 6-0 220 RFr, Gretna, Neb. (Gretna) 

8 Stanley Morgan Jr, WR 6-1 200 So. New Orleans, La. (St. Augustine) 49 Chris Weber LB 6-3 230 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Elkhorn) 

9 DaiShon Neal DE 6-7 270 Rfr. Houston, Texas (Omaha Central) 50 Garret Johns DL 6-0 285 Sr. Aurora, Neb. (Aurora) 

9 Keyan Williams — WR 5-10 195 So. New Orleans, La. (Fresno State) (Lusher) 50 John Raridon OL 6-4 275 Fr. West Des Moines, lowa (Valley) 

10 Joshua Kalu CB 6-1 190 Jr. Houston, Texas (Alief Taylor) 51 Jared Brugmann LB 6-2 235_RFr. Gretna, Neb. (Gretna) 

10 JD Spielman WR 5-9 180 Fr. Eden Prairie, Minn. (Eden Prairie) 52 Josh Banderas LB 6-3 240 Sr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) 

11 Cethan Carter TE 6-4 240 Sr. New Orleans, La. (Archbishop Rummel) 53 Alex Boryca LB 6-2 220 So. Cozad, Neb. (Cozad) 

11 Boaz Joseph (B 6-1 190 Jr. Weston, Fla. (Cypress Bay) 54 Creighton Hamik LB 6-3. 210 Fr, Kearney, Neb. (Kearney Catholic) 

12 Luke Gifford LB 6-3 230 So. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 54 Jordan Ober LS 6-1 205 So. Las Vegas, Nev. (Bishop Gorman) 

12 Patrick O'Brien QB 6-4 230 Fr. San Juan Capistrano, Calif. (San Juan Hills) 54 Robby Painter OL 6-5 300 Sr. Centennial, Colo. (Grandview) 

13 JoJo Domann DB 6-1 205 Fr. Colorado Springs, Colo. (Pine Creek) 55 Kevin Maurice DT _-6-3. 300 Sr. Orlando, Fla. (Freedom) 

13 Tanner Lee ce 6-4 205 Jr. Destrehan, La. (Tulane) (Jesuit) 56 Brad Simpson LB 6-0 230 Sr. Omaha, Neb. (Ralston) 

14 Kyle Kasun 6-0 180. RFr. Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-La Vista South) 56 Boe Wilson OL 6-3 295 Fr. Lee’s Summit, Mo. (Lee's Summit West) 
15 De'Mornay Pierson-El wR 5-9 185 Jr. Alexandria, Va. (West Potomac) 57 JacobWeinmaster LB 6-0 215. RFr. Loveland, Colo. (Loveland) 

15 Michael Rose-lvey LB 6-0 230 Sr. Kansas City, Mo. (Rockhurst) 58 Joel Lopez DL 6-2 280 Jr. Saint Charles, III. (Burlington Central) 
16 Antonio Reed S$ 6-2 220 So. Memphis, Tenn. (Southaven (Miss.)) 58 CoreyWhitaker OL 6-5 295 Sr. Murrieta, Calif, (Vista Murrieta) 

17 Ryker Fyfe QB 6-3 215 Sr. Grand Island, Neb. (Grand Island) 59 Brody Cleveland LB 6-2 225 Rr. Ogallala, Neb. (Ogallala) 

17 Sedrick King DE 6-4 250 So. Plant City, Fla. (Plant City) 61 Bryan Brokop OL 6-5 275 Fr. New Lenox, Ill. (Lincoln-Way West) 
18 Tre Bryant 1B 5-11 200 Fr. St. Louis, Mo. (Christian Brothers College) 62 Cole Conrad OL 6-5 305 So. Fremont, Neb. (Archbishop Bergan) 
19 Marquel Dismuke DB 6-2 180 Fr. Calabasas, Calif. (Calabasas) 63 Tanner Farmer OL 6-4 295 So. Highland, Ill. (Highland) 

21 Charles Jackson DB 5-11 180 Sr. Spring, Texas (Klein Collins) 65 Christian Gaylord OL 6-6 300 RFr. Baldwin City, Kan. (Baldwin City) 

21 MikaleWilbon IB. 5-9 195 So, Chicago, Ill. (De La Salle Institute) 66 Dylan Utter OL 6-1 295 Sr. Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-LaVista) 
22 Alex Davis DE 6-5 255. Rfr. Riviera Beach, Fla. (Dwyer) 67 Jerald Foster OL 6-3 310 So. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

22 Devine Ozigbo 1B 5-11 230 So. Sachse, Texas (Sachse) 68 Nick Gates OL 6-5 290 So. Las Vegas, Nev. (Bishop Gorman) 

23 Dicaprio Bootle DB 5-10 180 Fr. Miami, Fla. (Southridge) 71 Matt Farniok OL 6-6 300 Fr. Sioux Falls, S.D. (Washington) 

23 Austin Rose 1B 6-1 225 So, Lincoln, Neb. (North Star) 72 Zach Hannon OL 6-5 315 Jr. Kansas City, Mo. (Rockhurst) 

24 Aaron Williams. S 5-11 185 So. Atlanta, Ga. (Carver) 73 Sam Hahn OL 6-7 300 Sr. DeWitt, Neb. (No. Dakota St.)(Tri-County) 
25 Nathan Gerry S$ 6-2 220 Sr. Sioux Falls, S.D. (Washington) 74 Jalin Barnett OL 6-4 310 RFr. Lawton, Okla. (Lawton) 

26 Thomas Connely LB__ 5-11 220 So. Kearney, Neb. (Kearney Catholic) 75 Fyn Anderson DL 6-3 260 RFr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

26 Brady Pelzer WR 5-11 185 So. Bellevue, Neb. (Bellevue East) 76 Dwayne Johnson Jr. OL 6-6 300 Jr. Houston, Texas (Bellaire) 

26 Jamie Sutcliffe PK 6-2 190 Sr. Thousand Oaks Cait (UtatvPierce(olege)(Thousand als) ~—-76 Dylan Owen DL 6-5 240 So. Westchester, NLY. (Bridgton Academy)(Somers) 
26 Kieron Williams — S_— 6-1 195 Jr. Shreveport, La. (Air Force Prep)(C.E. Byrd) 77 David Knevel OL 6-9 315 Jr. Brantford, Ontario Canada (Pauline Johnson Collegiate) 
27 Sam Foltz P 6-2 205 Sr. Greeley, Neb. (Grand Island) 79 Michael Decker OL 6-4 285  RFr. Omaha, Neb. (North) 

28 Eli Sullivan DB 6-2 190 Fr. Longmont, Colo. (Longmont) 80 Brett Classen WR 6-2 205 Jr. Medina, Minn. (Winona State)(Wayzata) 
28 Adam Taylor IB 6-2 210 Jr. Katy, Texas (Katy) 81 Gabe Rahn WR 6-1 195 Jr. Le Mars, lowa (Le Mars) 
29NolanGraham DB 5-11 200 So. Firth, Neb. (Norris) 82 Alonzo Moore WR 6-2 195 Sr. Winnfield, La. (Winnfield Senior) 

29 Graham Nabity — IB_ 6-1. 210 Sr. Omaha, Neb. (Elkhorn) 83 DavidEngelhaupt TE 6-3 230 Fr. Norfolk, Neb. (Norfolk Catholic) 

30 Quayshon AlexanderLB 6-3 235 Fr. Prospect Park, NJ. (De Paul Catholic) 83 BryanReimers. © WR 6-5 210 So. Lincoln, Neb. (Lincoln East) 

30 Bo Kitrell FB 6-1 225 So. Ashland, Neb. (Ashland-Greenwood) 84 Sam Cotton TE 6-5 250 Sr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 
31GregSimmons —-LB_ 6-2. 240 Fr. Fort Pierce, Fla. (Fort Pierce Central) 85 Matt Snyder TE 6-5 255 RFr. San Ramon, Calif. (California) 

31 Conor Young WR 6-2 170 RFr. Cozad, Neb. (Cozad) 86 Jack Stoll TE 6-4 235 Fr. Lone Tree, Colo. (Regis Jesuit) 

32 Tanner Hass RB 6-0 195 Fr. West Point, Neb. (Guardian Angels) 87 Brandon Reilly WR 6-2 200 Sr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) 

32 Pernell Jefferson LB 6-2 225 Fr. New Orleans, La. (Warren Easton) 88 Ross Dzuris DE 6-3 255 Sr. Plattsmouth, Neb. (Plattsmouth) 

33 Christian Bailey WR 6-0 205 Jr. San Clemente, Calif. (San Clemente) 88 Tyler Hoppes TE 6-4 240 Jr. Lincoln, Neb. (Wayne St.)(Southwest) 
33 Tanner Zlab DB 5-10 195 Sr. Wilber, Neb. (Doane)(Wilber-Clatonia) 89 Connor Ketter TE 6-5 245 Jr. Norfolk, Neb. (Norfolk Catholic) 

34 Drew Brown PK 5-11 195 Jr. Southlake, Texas (Southlake Carroll) 91 Freedom Akinmoladun DE 6-4 255 So. Grandview, Mo. (Grandview) 

34 Terrell Newby IB 5-10 200 Sr. Los Angeles, Calif. (Chaminade) 92 Chase Urbach LS 6-3. 200 RFr. Grosse Pointe, Mich. (Grosse Pointe South) 
35 Caleb Lightbourn P/PK 6-3 220 Fr. Washougal, Wash. (Camas) 94 Khalil Davis DT 6-2 290 RFF. Blue Springs, Mo. (Blue Springs) 

35 Jeremiah Stovall DB 5-11 175. RFr. Omaha, Neb. (Creighton Prep) 95 SpencerLindsay PK 5-9 210 Sr. Kearney, Neb. (Kearney) 

36 Spencer Jordan FB. 6-2 215 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 95 Ben Stille DE 6-5 240 Fr. Ashland, Neb. (Ashland-Greenwood) 
36 Reid Karel DB 6-3 205 RFr. Seward, Neb. (Seward) 96 Carlos Davis DI 6-2 295. Fr. Blue Springs, Mo. (Blue Springs) 

37 Wyatt Mazour —IB_-5-9_ 190 Rr. Albion, Neb. (Boone Central) 97 Logan Rath DT 6-4 280 Sr. Giltner, Neb. (So. Dakota St.) (Giltner) 
38 Harrison Jordan FB_ 5-10 230 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 98 IsaacArmstrong — P_——5-11 195. Fr. Lincoln, Neb. (Kearney) (Southwest) 
39 Donovan McDonald WR 5-11 175 RFr. Montdsit N.(ForkUnion Miltary Academy)(Montcai) 98 Collin Miller DE 6-3 235 Fr. Fishers, Ind. (Hamilton Southeastern) 
39 Jordan Nelson IB 5-8 180 Sr. Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 99 Peyton Newell DT 6-3 290 So. Hiawatha, Kan. (Hiawatha) 

40 Ty Betka WR 5-7 165 Sr. Superior, Neb. (Drake) Jake Kitten OL 6-2 290 Fr. Santee, Calif. (Santana) 

40 Grant Jordan LB 6-2 205 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Westside) Sean Lambert IB 6-0 200 Fr. Fremont, Neb. (Fremont) 

41 Noah Johnson —'IB_—«G-0 210 Rr. Sutton, Neb. (Sutton) Ne'Land Smith WR 6-3 190 Fr. Blue Springs, Mo. (Blue Springs) 
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2016 SCHEDULE 
Sept.3 LSU* W, 16-14 
Sept. 10 Akron W, 54-10 
Sept, 17 Georgia State W, 23-17 
Sept. 24 @ Michigan State W, 30-6 


Oct.1  @ Michigan L, 14-7 
Oct. 15 Ohio State L, 30-23 


Oct, 22. @ Iowa W, 17-9 


Nov.5  @ Northwestern 
Nov, 12. Illinois 

Nov. 19 @ Purdue 

Nov. 26 Minnesota 


2015 RESULTS (10-3, ) 
Alabama 
Miami (OH) 
Troy 
Hawaii 
lowa 
@ Nebraska 
Purdue 
@ Illinois 
Rutgers 
@ Maryland 
Northwestern 
@ Minnesota 
USC 


COACH PAUL CHRYST 
Chryst is 
a Wiscon- 
sin man 
through and 
through. His 
hometown 
is Madison 
and he 
graduated 
and played 
quarterback | 
for UW. He 2a 
is a perfect fit to lead the Badgers. He 
has a coaching resume that is very 
impressive, having been involved in 
the CFL and NFL. Throughout his 
career, Chryst has been involved on 
the offensive side of the ball coaching 
quarterbacks and tight ends. Chryst 
was the head coach at Pittsburgh from 
2012 to 2014, going 19-19. Prior to his 
current position at Wisconsin, Chryst 
had been a very successful offensive 
coordinator at Wisconsin from 2005 
through 2011. 
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Senior Sojourn Shelton plays defense against Alonzo Moore last season. 
Story By Shane G. Gilster « Photos by Joe Mixan, Jimmy Rash and NU Media Relations 
Huskers Not Ready for Stiffer Competition 

Nebraska may be rated in the top 10 and undefeated but critics point to the level of 
competition they have faced. It is hard to argue that point as five of their seven wins 
have come against teams with non-winning records. 

The Huskers can silence those same critics with a big road win against the 
Wisconsin Badgers. But the Badgers have owned NU over the last five meetin 
winning four. 

Nebraska has not seen the type of defense the Badgers have, and playing in Madi- 
son is not something Husker fans are looking forward to after having been blown out 
the last two times. 

The fact that they haven’t played a team of the caliber of Wisconsin will be hard 
to overlook when making a prediction, but this Nebraska team will battle and be 
competitive till the end. They just don’t have an offense to counter the Badger stal- 
wart defense. 

Prediction: Wisconsin 27, Nebraska 17 


Offensive Preview 
Starters Returning/Lost: 5/6 


Offense: Multiple 

Outlook: The Badgers are 
not an offensive juggernaut 
(24 points per game); they 
don’t have to be with the type 
of defense they have. But 
they are not without weapons 
either, Their most potent threat 
is running back Corey Clem- 
ent. He was a workhorse in the 
last game against lowa — car- 
rying the ball 35 times for 134 
yards and a touchdown. Dare 
Ogunbowale also is a threat. 

When Wiscon: 
to the air, q' 
Hornibrook has the ability to 
throw a nice ball and backup 
Bart Houston has seen mean- 
ingful minutes with just over 
500 yards passing and 62% 
completion, Their main tar- 
vers Jazz Peavy 
and Robert Wheelwright but 
Opponents need to be aware 
of 6-foot-6 tight end Troy 
Fumagalli. 


Defensive Preview 

Starters Returning/Lost: 
6/5 

Defense: 3-4 

Outlook: Wisconsin 
one of the best defensive units 
in the nation, only giving up 
14 points per game. There 
isn’t a superstar per say on this 
squad but they have a group 
that plays well together. 

Linebacker Jack Cichy is a 
tackling machine. He leads the 
team with 60 stops with 45 of 
those being solos 


A good defense usually 
has a strong pass rush. The 
Badgers have a great one with 
T.J. Watt, who has seven sacks 
and 9.5 tackles for loss. 

In the back end of the 
defense, cornerback Derrick 
Tindal and D’Cota Dixon are 


Running Dare Ogunbowale is a threat for the Badgers run- 


ning and catching the ball. 


ball hawks. while safety Leo 
Musso is as steady as they 
come. 

Although he had missed 
the games against Michigan 
and Ohio State, linebacker 
Vince Biegel is another guy 
who makes Wisconsin even 
better on deft 
against Iowa. 


se. He returned 


Special Teams Preview 

Starters Returning/Lost: 
aI 

Outlook: Place kicker 


Rafael Gaglianone is facing 


back surgery and out for the 
remainder of the season. That 
leaves the kicking duties to 
senior and former walk-on An- 
drew Endicott. So far, Endi- 
cott is a perfect 4 of 4 on field 
goals with a long of 46 and is 
6 of 7 on PAT’s. 

Peavy handles the punt 
returns and Dare Ogunbowale 


returns most of the kickoffs. 
Both are adequate but have 
not been game changers. 
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Did You Know? 

The “Jump Around i- 
tion began on Oct. 10, 1998 
during Wisconsin versus 
Purdue in Madison. When 
the song plays between the 
third and fourth quarters, 

s jump up and down. It 
ed after the “student 
which is a mock com- 
petition run on the stadium 
scoreboard with letters repre- 
senting the student sections. 


race, 


A Look Back 


DAVE JEFRASK) 


Wisconsin 21, Nebraska 20 
Sept. 21, 1974 in Madison 


ae ParkandGo, org 


MS add SY Cy 


Fourth-ranked Nebraska 
started out well and led 7-0 
after the first quarter. But things 
went downhill after their star 
quarterback Dave Humm got 
knocked out of the game in the 
first quarter. 

His backup Earl Everett, 
sn’t the thrower Humm was 
and struggled throughout the 
game allowing Wisconsin to 
hang around. 

But even with the issues the 
Huskers were facing on offense, 
they were able to score enough 
to lead 20-14 late in the fourth 
quarter. 

It looked like that margin 
would hold as the Badgers 
faced a second and 16 from 
their own 23-yard line. UW 
quarterback Gregg Bohlig rolled 
out and threw a 77-yard strike 
to receiver Jeff Mack for the 
tying touchdown. With the extra 
point, Wisconsin took the lead 
and ultimately the win. 

The stats for both teams 
Were pretty much even. 
couldn't point to that 
should have won but Husker 
fans would say that losing 
Humm was the difference, 


w 


Fast Facts 
Location: Madison, Wis. 
Enrollment: 43.389 
First Year of otball: 1889 
National Championships: | 
Conference Titles: 14 
Stadium: Camp Randall 
Stadium Capacity: 80,321 
Nickname: Badgers 
Colors: Cardinal and White 
2015 Record: 10-3, 6-2 
Conference: Big Ten 

PARTIES 


blo- 


www.blurparties.com 
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WISCONSIN BADGERS 


2016 FOOTBALL ROSTER 


Name 

Reggie Love 

Chris James 
Corey Clement 
Bradrick Shaw 
Sojourn Shelton 
Titus Booker 

Karé Lyles 

Seth Currens 

Nick Nelson 

Jazz Peavy 

Alex Hornibrook 
Natrell Jamerson 
Evan Bondoc 
Bart Houston 
D'Cota Dixon 
Garrett Groshek 
Anthony Lotti 
Robert Wheelwright 
George Rushing 
Caesar Williams 
Jack Dunn 

Leo Musso 
‘Austin Ramesh 
Cristian Volpentesta 
Arrington Farrar 
Mark Saari 
Patrick Johnson 
Dare Ogunbowale 
Mason Stokke 
Keelon Brookins 
Adam Krumholz 
Derrick Tindal 
Eric Burrell 

Rafael Gaglianone 
Kendric Pryor 
Taiwan Deal 
Blake Mielke 
Dontye Carriere-Williams 
Troy Laufenberg 
Aaron Maternowski 
Serge Trezy 
Lubern Figaro 
Leon Jacobs 

Sam Brodner 
Chikwe Obasih 
Joe Ferguson 
Andrew Endicott 
Bret Verstegen 
PJ. Rosowski 
Zach Hintze 

Jake Whalen 

Jake Hescock 
Max Praschak 
Gabe Lloyd 
TJ.Watt 

Ryan Connelly 
Peter Roy 

Eric Steffes 


Pos Ht Wt Yr. 


WR 
RB 
RB 
RB 
iG} 
CB 
QB 
s 
CB 
WR 
QB 
iG} 
5 
QB 
Ss 
QB 


TE 
OLB 
TE 
OLB 
ILB 
WR 
TE 


6-3 225 
5-10 208 
5-11 227 
21 
168 
190 
214 
208 
204 
184 
219 
188 
203 


Sr. 
Jr. 


Hometown (Previous School) 
Boynton Beach, Fla. (Spanish River) 
Chicago I. (Notre Dame Cllege Prep Pittsburgh) 
Glassboro, NJ. (Glassboro) 
Birmingham, Ala. (Hoover) 

Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (Plantation) 
Round Lake Beach, Ill. (Grayslake North) 
Scottsdale, Ariz. (Saguaro) 
Pickerington, Ohio (Central) 
Glenarden, Md. (Suitland/Hawaii) 
Kenosha, Wis. (Tremper) 

West Chester, Pa. (Malvern Prep) 
Ocala, Fla. (Vanguard) 

Madison, Wis. (Edgewood) 

Dublin, Calif. (De La Salle) 

Oak Hill, Fla. (New Smyrna Beach) 
Amberst Junction, Wis. (Amherst) 
Flowery Branch, Ga. (West Hall) 
Columbus, Ohio (Walnut Ridge) 
Miramar, Fla. (Cardinal Gibbons) 
Grand Prairie, Texas (South) 
Madison, Wis. (Edgewood) 
Waunakee, Wis. (Waunakee) 

Land 0’ Lakes, Wis. (Northland Pines) 
Highland Park, Ill, (Highland Park) 
Atlanta, Ga. (Woodward) 

Montreal, Wis. (Hurley) 

Washington, D.C. (The Bullis School) 
Milwaukee, Wis. (Marquette) 
Menomonie, Wis. (Menomonie) 

St. Paul, Minn. (Tartan) 

Stoughton, Wis. (Stoughton) 

Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (Boyd Anderson) 
Severn, Md. (McDonogh School) 

a0 Paulo, rail (Chattanooga (Tenn) Baylor 
Hazel Crest, Ill. (Homewood-Flossmoor) 
Capitol Heights, Md. (DeMatha) 
Hartland, Wis. (Arrowhead) 

Miami, Fla. (St. Thomas Aquinas) 
Waunakee, Wis. (Waunakee) 

Slinger, Wis. (Slinger) 

Orlando, Fla. (Agape/Eastern Arizona) 
Everett, Mass. (Everett) 

Santa Clarita, Calif. (Golden Valley) 
Glen Ellyn, Ill. (Glenbard West) 
Brookfield, Wis. (Central) 

Madison, Wis. (Memorial) 

Roseville, Calif. (Jesuit) 

Kimberly, Wis. (Kimberly) 

Stoughton, Wis. (Stoughton) 

Fond du Lac, Wis. (St. Mary's Springs) 
Wausau, Wis. (West) 

Pittsfield, Mass. (Salisbury School) 
Somerset, Wis. (Somerset) 

Green Bay, Wis. (Northeast Wisconsin Lutheran) 
Pewaukee, Wis. (Pewaukee) 

Eden Prairie, Minn. (Eden Prairie) 
Muskego, Wis. (Muskego) 

Mount Calvary, Wis. (St. Mary’s Springs) 
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No 
45 
46 
46 
47 
48 
48 
49 
49 
50 


55 
56 
57 
58 


Name 

Alec Ingold 

Jack Popp 

Nick Thomas 
Vince Biegel 

Jack Cichy 
Mitchell Herl 
Christian Bell 
Kyle Penniston 
Chris Orr 

Noah Burks 
Griffin Grady 
Jacob Maxwell 
David Pfaff 

TJ. Edwards 
Dallas Jeanty 
Garret Dooley 
Tack Baun 

Alec James 

Mike Maskalunas 
George Panos 
Tyler Johnson 
Connor Udelhoven 
Tyler Biadasz 
Patrick Kasl 
Michael Deiter 
Brett Connors 
Ryan Ramczyk 
Olive Sagapolu 
Beau Benzschawel 
Kelly Thomas 
Jon Dietzen 
David Moorman 
Hegeman Tiedt 
Cole Van Lanen 
Kevin Estes 
Gunnar Roberge 
Micah Kapoi 
Logan Schmidt 
lan Dretzka 
Jason Erdmann 
David Edwards 
Troy Fumagalli 
Henry Houden 
AJ. Taylor 
Zander Neuville 
Ricky Finco 
Quintez Cephus 
Jake Cesear 

Luke Benzschawel 
Jeremy Patterson 
Garrett Rand 
Conor Sheehy 
Keldric Preston 
Connor Allen 
Billy Hirschfeld 
Isaiah Loudermilk 
Kraig Howe 


Hometown (Previous School) 
Green Bay, Wis. (Bay Port) 

Mequon, Wis. (Homestead) 
Bradenton, Fla. (IMG Academy) 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. (Lincoln) 
Somerset, Wis. (Hill Murray) 
Middleton, Wis. (Middleton) 
Birmingham, Ala. (Hoover/Alabama) 
Orange, Calif, (Mater Dei) 

DeSoto, Texas (DeSoto) 

Carmel, Ind. (Carmel) 

Dublin, Ohio (Coffman) 
Greendale, Wis. (Greendale) 
Mequon, Wis. (Homestead) 

Lake Villa, Ill, (Lakes Community) 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla, (Fort Lauderdale) 
Rochester, lil. (Rochester) 

Brown Deer, Wis. (Brown Deer) 
Brookfield, Wis, (East) 

Long Grove, Ill, (Adlai E. Stevenson) 
Hartland, Wis. (Arrowhead) 
Menasha, Wis. (Menasha) 

St, Paul, Minn, (Cretin-Derham Hall) 
Amherst, Wis, (Amherst) 
Wyoming, Minn, (Forest Lake) 
Curtice, Ohio (Genoa) 

New Berlin, Wis. (West) 

Stevens Point, Wis. (Stevens Point Area) 
Huntington Beach, Calif. (Mater Dei) 
Grafton, Wis. (Grafton) 

Racine, Wis. (St. Catherine's) 

Black Creek, Wis, (Seymour) 
Northville, Mich, (Northville) 
Burlington, Wis. (Burlington) 

Green Bay, Wis. (Bay Port) 

San Marcos, Calif. (San Marcos) 
Seymour, Wis. (Seymour) 

Kapolei, Hawaii (Kapolei) 

Gotham, Wis. (Richland Center) 
Delafield, Wis. (Kettle Moraine) 
Richfield, Wis. (Slinger) 

Downers Grove, Ill. (North) 

‘Aurora, Ill. (Waubonsie Valley) 
Madison, Wis. (Memorial) 

Kansas City, Mo. (Rockhurst) 
Waupaca, Wis. (Waupaca) 

Hartland, Wis. (Arrowhead/UW-Whitewater) 
Macon, Ga. (Stratford Academy) 
Encinitas, Calif. (La Costa Canyon) 
Grafton, Wis. (Grafton) 

Screven, Ga. (Wayne County) 
Chandler, Ariz. (Hamilton) 
Milwaukee, Wis. (Marquette) 
Tampa, Fla. (Robinson) 

New Berlin, Wis. (Brookfield East) 
Okauchee, Wis. (Arrowhead) 
Howard, Kan. (West Elk) 

Dayton, Ohio (Archbishop Alter) 


Sept. 3 
Fresno State (1-7) 
Utah State 38, Fresno State 20 

Utah State led from the bi and only allowed the Bull- 
dogs to be within three at 17-14. Utah State running back Damion 
Hobbs scored on a four-yard touchdown with 7:14 left to lead the 
Aggies to the win. Quarterback Kent Myers threw for 188 yards 
and three touchdowns for the Aggies. 


Sept. 10 
Wyoming (5-2) 
@ 42, Nevada 34 
side kick with under a minute left in 
the game, but Wyoming linebacker Logan Wilson intercepted Ne- 
vada quarterback Ty Gangi the victory. Cowboys running 
back Brian Hill had career highs with 289 rushing yards and three 
touchdowns and quarterback Josh Allen rushed for two touch- 
downs, 


Nevada recovered an on 


Sept. 17 
Oregon (2-5) 
California 52, Oregon 49 20T 

The Both teams headed to overtime after Oregon mounted 
a 17-point comeback in the second half. California kicker Matt 
Anderson made a 28-yard field goal to put the Bears ahead in 
the second overtime and Oregon quarterback Justin Herbert was 
intercepted on the ensuing poss on to give Cal the win. Both 
teams combined for 1,086 yards of total offense. Bears quarter- 
back Davis Webb threw for 325 yards and five touchdowns. 


Sept. 24 
Northwestern (4-3, 3-1) 
Northwestern 24, Indiana 14 

Northwestern went up 14-0 after the first quarter and didn’t 
look back to win its third-straight game. Wildcat quarterback 
Clayton Thorson became Northwestern’s first quarterback since 
2000 to throw three or more touchdowns in three-consecutive 
games with his 285-yard and three-touchdown performance. 


Oct. 1 
Illinois (2-5, 1-4) 
Michigan 41, Illinois 8 
Michigan jumped out to a 34-0 lead, cruising its way to vie- 
tory. Illinois started third-string quarterback Jeff George Jr. with 
Wes Lunt and Chayce Crouch injured. Michigan quarterback 
Wilton Speight threw for 253 yards and two touchdowns. 


Oct. 15 
Indi; (3-4, 1-3) 
Northwestern 24, Indiana 14 
Northwestern went up 14-0 after the first quarter and didn’t 
look back to win its third-straight game. Offensive lineman Dan 
Feeney returned but the Hoosiers only m: d 84 rushing yards, 
while also throwing two interceptions. The Hoosiers blocked a 
punt and held the Wildca 


scoreless in the second half. 
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How Nebaska’s Opponents Fared in Week Eight 


Oct. 29 
Wisconsin (5-2, 2-2) 
Wisconsin 17, lowa 9 
Wisconsin stopped lowa’s late surge recovering an on-side 
kick to seal the victory. Running back Corey Clement powered 
the Badger offense with 134 yards and a touchdown and Wis- 
consin’s defense held the Hawkeyes to 236 yards on 60 plays. 
Bart Houston and Alex Hornibrook both played for the Badgers 
and helped them rack up 426 yards of total offense. Hornibrook 
completed 11 of 19 passes for 197 yards, while Houston was 4 of 
6 for 59 yards and a touchdown. Running back Dare Ogunbowale 
had four receptions for 51 yards and tight end Troy Fumagalli had 
two receptions for 38 yards and a score. 


Nov. 5 
Ohio State (6-1, 3-1) 
Penn State 24, Ohio State 21 

Penn State’s Grant Haley returned a blocked field goal 60 
yards for a touchdown with 4:27 left in the game, which ended 
up being the game-winning touchdown. Quarterback J.T. Barrett 
was sacked on fourth-and-23 on the Buckeyes final drive. Penn 
State quarterback Trace McSorley threw for 154 yards and a pass- 
ing and rushing touchdown in the win. 


Noy. 12 
Minnesota (5-2, 2-2) 
Minnesota 34, Rutgers 32 
Minnesota jumped out to a 21-0 in the first quarter before Rut- 
gers took a 32-31 lead in the fourth quarter. Gopher kicker Emmitt 
Carpenter made a 28-yard field with 10 seconds left in the game 
to give Minnesota the victory. Minnesota running back Rodney 
Smith carried the offense with 111 yards and a touchdown on 22 
carries. Smith also had a 94-yard kick return in the third quarter. 


Noy. 19 
Maryland (5-2, 2-2) 
Maryland 28, Michigan State 17 

Maryland scored 14 unanswered points in the fourth quarter to 
get passed the Spartans. Maryland quarterback Perry Hills threw 
a pair of touchdowns in his return to the lineup and running back 
Ty Johnson ran for 115 yards on nine carries. Lorenzo Harrison 
and Kenneth Goins Jr. each rushed for a touchdown for the Ter- 
rapins. 


Nov. 25 
Towa (5-3, 3-2) 
Wisconsin 17, lowa 9 

Wisconsin stopped lowa’s late surge recovering an on-side 
kick to seal the victory. Wisconsin's defense held the Hawkeyes 
to 236 yards on 60 plays. Quarterback C.J. Beathard completed 
17-0f-33 pa 53 yards. Running back Akrum Wadley 
rushed 10 times for 44 yards and also had seven receptions for 
72 yards. Wide receiver Riley McCarron made six receptions for 
47 yards and running back LeShun Daniels Jr. had 10 carries for 
35 yards. The game marked the first time all season lowa didn’t 
score a touchdown. 
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This Week In 


Oct. 29, 1983 


Story by Kevin Houck « Huskers Illustrated Archives 


This week in Husker History, we jump back to Oct. 29, 1983 
against Kansas State in Manhattan. 

Running back Mike Rozier’s three first half touchdowns lifted 
Nebraska to a 38-5 halftime lead before Kansas State scored three 
unanswered touchdowns in the second half to give the Huskers a 
run for their money in their 51-25 victory. 

The Wildcats (2-6) entered the game as 100th ranked nationally 
in total offense and 94th in to- 
tal defense. Despite those low 
rankings, the Wildcats con- 
trolled the tempo for most of 


the game, possessing the ball 
for more than two-thirds of the 
game with a 40:27 to 19:33 ad- 
vantage over the Huskers. 

No. | Nebraska (9-0) re- 
ceived the ball to open the 
game and quickly fell behind 
the Wildcats. Rozier received 
the ball in the endzone, passed 
the goal line then tried to rees- 
tablish himself in the endzone, 
taking a knee for a safety for a 
2-0 Wildcat lead. 

Despite the mistake, Rozier 
continued to push on at a high 
level. Rozier scored the Husk- 
ers first touchdown of the game 
on a four-yard rush with 9:28 
left in the first quarter. 

Quarterback Turner Gill 
added a one-yard touchdown 


with 4:56 lefi in the first quar- 
ter to put the Huskers up 14-2. 

On the ensuing possession, 
the Blackshirt defense tacked 


on their own score. Defensive 
end Jim Skow intercepted 
Wildcat quarterback Stan We- 
ber, who made his fir: 
start, for a 31-yard touchdown 
with 3:09 remaining in the first 
quarter. 

Kansas State managed to put a drive to 


‘areer 


her and put points on 


the board on its next possession. 

After marching the ball into the Huskers red zone, the Black- 
shirts stopped the Wildcats on third down. Kicker Steve Willis con- 
nected from 28-yards out just over a minute into the second quarter 
to cut Nebraska’s lead to 21-5 

Rozier added a 5-yard rushing touchdown with 11:07 left in 
the first half to extend the lead to 28-5. Rozier finished with 227 
yards in the game to become the No. 2 all-time Bi 


rushing leader 
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passing Oklahoma’s Steve Owens and Joe Washington with 4,078 
yards. He only trailed Oklahoma State’s Terry Miller at that point 
with 4,582 yards. 

Nebra ion before 
half. Kicker Scott Livingston nailed a 29-yard field goal and Ro- 
zier added his third touchdown with 22-yard rush to head into 
halftime with a 38-5 lead. However. second half frustrations set 
in for the Husker 
ran only five offensive plays in the 
third quarter while Kansas State’s 
offense controlled possession but 


increased its lead on its last two pos: 


he Huskers 


nothing came of it. 

Neither team scored in the third 
quarter, The Wildcats threatened 
the Blackshirts but fumbled at the 
Huskers three-yard line, which led 
to a turnover. 

Then Nebra: 
break for a major 


couldn't catch a 
of the fourth 
quarter. On the first pla 
fourth quarter, Weber scored on a 


of the 


one-yard rush to make the score 
38-12 

On the next kickoff, Kans 
State attempted and re 
an onside kick. Three plays later, 
running back Lemuel James scam- 
pered for a 30-yard touchdown run 
to give the Wildcats new life. 

The Huskers fumbled on their 
ensuing drive and the ball was 
recovered by Kansas State. The 
Wildcats took advantage of the 
tumove: 

Weber capped off a 9-ple 
yard drive with a eight: 
to wide receiver Mike Russell with 
State 
failed the two-point conversion to 
ake the score 38-25. 
ved to find it- 
ight minutes of the 
game. Rozier broke free for a 31-yard rush which led to a thr 


overed 


63- 
ard pass. 


left in the game. Kansa: 


self in the last 


yard rushing touchdown by Gill. Moments later, after a Nebr 
interception, Gill s 


cored on a five-yard touchdown with 3:48 re- 


maining to ice the game with a 51-25 victory. 

Gill finished with 62 passin; 38 rushing yards and three 
touchdowns. Kansas State 25 points were the most score on Ne- 
braska to that point in the season. The Huskers had won 19- 
utive games to that point. Nebraska went on to remain undefeated 
the rest of the season until being upset in the National Champion- 
ship against Miami, 31-30. 


yards 


onsec- 


1979-83 Wide Receiver 


RICKEY SIMMONS 


Column by Butch Rasmussen * Huskers Illustrated File Photo 


He considers himself to be one of 
the many hundreds of former Husker 
athletes who have been strongly influ- 
enced by or have been led in some way 
by the steady hand of Tom Osborne. 

Ricky Simmons, one of those Texas 
high school phenoms who soaks up the 
glare of those Friday night lights. 

Ricky Simmons, a high school ath- 
lete Tom Osborne saw worthy to wear 
the scarlet and cream of the Cornhusk- 
ers, one of the most powerful college 
football programs in the game. 

Ricky Simmons, cocaine abuser who 
finds himself doing hard time in state 
prison some years after his Husker days 
are over, 

Ricky Simmons, rehabilitated under 
the watchful eye of Osborne and today * 
a licensed drug and alcohol counselor 
in Lincoln. 

Yes, Ricky Simmons fits in here every step along the way. 

He starred at Greenville High School in Greenville, Texas 
where senior tailback he seldom played in the 4th quar- 
ter because the game had already been decided. In fact he 
played in only one fourth quarter all season yet put up 1500 
yards and 18 touchdowns. He lit up the Homecoming festivi- 
ties with 192 yards and 5 touchdowns while still sitting out 
the 4th quarter. 

Speed? Yes, he was At the state track meet as a junior 
he ran a 9.3 hundred. Simmons was pursued by most teams in 
the Big 8 conference as well as UCLA, Texas and others of note 
but when Tom Osborne came calling that’s what closed the deal. 
“It wasn’t so much that he closed the deal with me but he closed 
the deal with my parents.” Ricky said. “They were both highly 
educated with Masters degrees and he discussed my education 
with them and that’s what closed the deal.” 

So Simmons became a Cornhusker and was proud to share 


the spotlight with one of the most dynamic collections of 


Husker football players ever assembled by coach Osborne, 
collectively known as the Scoring Explosian but individu- 
ally named Turner Gill, Mike Rozier, Irving Fryar, Dean 
Steinkuhler, Mark Schellen and of course Ricky Simmons 
among others. 

The wealth was certainly spread around and Simmons 
says he was content to step in and do his part whatever his 
roll might be in the Husker offense. He was content to go 
from being a prolific scorer in high school to a position on a 
team that many would call the best offensive team ever as- 
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RICKY SIMMONS 


sembled in the Big 8 Conference, one that 
would produce a Heisman Trophy winner 
in Rozier, and Outland Trophy winners in 
Steinkuhler and Dave Rimington (twice) 
as well as the first choice in the 1984 NFL 
draft in Irving Fr 

After finishing his Husker football eli- 
gibility in 1983 Simmons took a shot at the 
short lived United States Football League 
ars until its demise in 198. 
as during that time that hard party- 
ing got him hooked on drugs and alcohol. 
Cocaine became his drug of choice and he 
did some hard time in state prison for co- 
caine pos: 

While in prison he received a letter 
from Tom Osborne that went something 
like this “Dear Ricky, | know your (de- 
ceased) parents believed in you and | 
believe in you. When you are released if 
there’s anything | can do for you don’t 
hesitate to call on me.” 

According to Simmons: “I made a commitment right there in 
my prison cell and vowed to turn my life over to Christ and to 
make coach Osborne and my parents who were in heaven proud 
of me.” 

Simmons was released from Prison in December 2009 and 
called on Tom Osborne the next day to ask for his help. Today, 
with Osborne’s help and support, Simmons is a licensed drug 
and alcohol counselor in Lincoln. 

Remarkably, he has stopped to see Osborne once a week every 
week since his release for the past 7 years to look Osborne in the 
eye for just a couple minutes and say “thanks, coach, I’m doing 
just fine.” 

“And then I’m gone,” he says. “That man’s second to none.” 

Simmons is just one of the many people who have been 
blessed by having Tom Osborne in their lives. Most coaches 
probably feel their job is finished when the athletes move on. 
Coach Osborne follows his charges for the rest of their lives and 
steps in when ever there’s a need. 

Simmons is a motivational speaker and is available for 
churches, high schools and wherever there is a need for drug and 
alcohol education. 

He can be reached at rickycsimmons.org. He also has a pub- 
lished book: Fulfilling My Promises and has established the RCS 
Triumph Foundation to battle substance abuse in children and 
adults. 

He'll return to his hometown of Greenville, Texas on October 
14, to be inducted into the Greenville High School Hall of Fame. 


sion 
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Story By Shane G. Gilster 
Photo courtesy of NU Media Relations 

Nebraska wanted to make recruiting inroads 
in the state of Loui ck in the early 1980s. 
Head Coach Tom Osborne wished to add more 
speed to the team and was looking at the Bayou 
State, an area of the country where Big 8 rival 
Oklahoma recruited well. 

Assistant coaches Tony Samuel and Jack 
Pierce were assigned to recruit the state. Pierce 
in particular knew that part of the country, hav- 
ing been a high school coach in Anniston, Ala. 

“We looked at the kind of high school kids 
that were playing down there and looked at the: 
LSU team, and thought they were not doing 
good job recruiting their home state.” Piere 
said, “So Tony had the north half of the state 
and I had the southem half.” 

It helped that Nebraska already had a con- 
nection in the New Orleans area, which became 
Pierce’s main recruiting focus. 

“We did have a connection with Coach 
Burton Bums at St. Augustine High School in 
New Orleans. Burton played at Nebraska and 
he helped us outa lot. He would let us sit in his. 
film room to watch players from throughout the 
state,” Pierce said. 

All the Huskers and Pierce had to do was 
find that one player who could open up the re- 
cruiting pipeline for them. 

‘They found him by accident. 

“We were recruiting a quarterback down 
there when a high school coach named Baron 
Kennedy at McDonogh 35 told me about a 
player on his team that was a tall and scrawny 
kid but could run like the wind.” Pierce said. 

As Pierce watched film on this kid, he began 
to get enamored by what he saw. 

“All you had to do was watch one reel of 
film on him,” he said. “He was 6-foot-5, and 


only 208 pounds, but he never quit...he would 
run across the field making hits and tackling 


people into the band. He had a wingspan of 


a small condor and looked like a giant on the 
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e All-American and 
NFL Pro Bowler Neil Smith. 
When Pierce got the OK trom Osbome to 


have the opportunity to not only play fora team 
like Nebraska, but to go to a top university and 
get a college education. Up until that time, the 
only schools to recruit him were Grambling and 
Southern, small schools in Louisiana. 

“Jack Pierce saw me and saw the motor and 
energy,” Smith said. “Football wasn’t some- 
thing that I really tried hard at, it was something 
I just did because the team needed some bodies. 
lebraska saw something in me and made a de- 
cision that I was a guy they really wanted. Other 


schools recruited me like Southem and Gram- 


bling, but no major colleges like Nebraska.” 
Even though NU was recruiting him hard. 
he still wasn’t guaranteed a scholarship, as the 


Huskers were down to their last one. 

“It was one of those things that they only 
had one scholarship left and they were waiting 
on an offensive lineman. So if he committed 
then I wouldn't get it, but it just so happened 
that offensive lineman went to Oklahoma and 
1 got that last scholarship. So they called me 
the sleeper of that class,” Smith laughed. 
Smith is thankful that Nebraska took a 
ance on him, and the Huskers are too. 

“Tt was a tuming point in my life,” Smith 
said emotionally. “Back then, my family 
didn’t have the money to send me to a major 
school. I grew up in the projects in poverty, 
and always said to myself that if | was 
to make something of myself, I had to go out 


of state, and this was the perfect opportunity 
to Nebraska. Sometimes in life you get 
put in a position for a reason. By the blessings 
of God, Jack Pierce saw something in me on 


When Smith got to Nebraska, he had the 
physical makeup but didn’t know how to devel- 
op it. Thanks to Nebraska’s weight and condi- 
tioning program and teammate Lawrence Pete, 
Smith became one of the Huskers’ all-time best 
on the defensive line. 

“Neil would order pizza at night, and eat 
peanut butter sandwiches after dinner from the 
training table,” Pete said, “But he was a fast- 
food guy and ran the streets of New Orle: 
He never worked out before, but he had the g 
netics. His dad was 
6-0 and 200 pounds. 

“He got to college and got some structure, 
and when he started to work out, he just took 
off. He followed my lead on the weights. We 
went above and beyond and did extra stuff like 
push-ups in our dorm room and riding bikes to 
give usa slight edge. We did things that no one 
else would see. 

“Neil and I would always say the word 
iappe,’ which means ‘a little bit extra’ in 
French Cajun,” Pete continued. “We were the 
only ones that knew what that meant, so we 
would keep saying it to cach other to push and 


ns. 


id his mom w: 


press us, ‘a 
Alll the extra work paid off, as Smith was an 
All- and all-conference selection as a 
senior and later became the second overall pick 
in the 1988 NFL draft. He went on to play 13 
making the Pro Bowl si 
times and winning two Super Bowl rings. 
“The weight, diet and conditioning prc 
at Nebraska made me into the player I be 
said Smith, who also was Nebraska's lifter of 
the year in 1987. “Going to school there, at- 
tending one of the greatest universities in the 
world, also made me a better person and a bet- 
ter professional player, too. Lincoln was a big 
part of my success, and I met some of my best 
friends there. Another good thing about my 
story was that I had the opportunity to open the 
recruiting window to the state of Louisiana for 
Nebraska.’ 
The Louisiana players who followed 
Smith to Nebraska weren't diamonds in 
the rough like Smith; they were players of 
the year in the state. 
“Neil was the first kid that got the ball rolling 
ing kids from Louisiana.” Pierce said. 
“So then it opened the door to more highly pro- 
filed players like LeRoy Etienne from New Ibe- 
ria and Reggie Cooper from Slide! 


seasons in the league. 


“All you had to do was watch one reel of film on him. He had a wingspan 
of a small condor and looked like a giant on the field.” 
- Jack Pierce on Smith’s high school film 
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Women’s Basketball Player Maddie Simon 
Interview By Kevin Houck « Photos Courtesy of NU Media Relations 


Q: Injuries hit you late in the season 
last year. How’s your health heading 
into this season? 

A: 
ries so | am just really excited for season. I 
am hoping just to stay healthy throughout 


1am feeling great. | have no inju- 


the season so I can help my team any way 
possible, Other than Rachel (Blackburn) 
were all really healthy and ready for the 
si 


ason.” 


Q: What was that like for you playing 
as freshman and being from coln? 
A; “It was just an incredible experi- 
ence. Just being able to represent the town 
and the team I've looked up to is some- 


thing that is hard to describe. It's just great 
and | look forward to every single game 
and just getting to look out in the crowd 
and see people I know and having people 
tell me they always come watch me play. 
It just really cool.” 

Q: What was something you r 
worked on this offseason? 

A: “This offseason I tried to work on 
my shooting and ball handling a lot. L was 
in the gym almost everyday trying to get 
better. | knew I was going to have to step 
up aton this year for my team and I took 
that pretty seriously in the offseason. I've 
tried to work on every part of my game so 


/ can become a better scorer, defender and 
also just becoming a better leader on the 
team.” 


Q: What have been your impressions 
of coach Williams so far? 
A: “Shes awes 


ome. Her and her whole 
staff have been great. All the girls and I, 
we just love them. We love the energy and 
the family atmosphere. We're just so ex- 
cited to get going and start playing games 
just because its been so much fun. We look 
forward coming to the gym e' 


ry day and 
getting to practice. The intensity level is 
awesome so its been fun so far.” 


Q: What’s the chemi 
team? 
A: “The chemistry ’s been great. I'd sav 


stry like on this 


its really fun like, we have a little group 
message going on and all us girls are al- 
ways joking, laughing and hanging out 
outside of practice. We're loving of mo- 
ment of it so its been great.” 


Q: What do you like to do outside of 
basketball? 

A: "We don't have that much time off so 
1 try to spend as much time as 1 can with 
my family and my friends. 1 like to do a lot 
of traveling and stuff like that in the sum- 
mer. Really just laying low and wrying new 
things.” 


Q: I've read you want to become a 
future basketball coach. What inspired 


A: “Yeah, thats something I would like 


to do. I love people and I love the game of 


baskethal. | just really love giving back to 
others, We will see down the road if thats 
something I'd like to do but right now it 
might be something I plan to do. I’ve had 
a lot of great coaches in my past that have 
inspired me so hopefully I can follow in 
their footsteps.” 


Q: How much have you watched the 
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little things your past coaches have done 
to help you in the future if that’s w 
you decide? 

A: “When I started thinking about go- 
ing into coaching I paid closer attention to 
coaches and the things they do, how they 
act around their players and the pointers 
they give. So i've watched little things like 
that in hopes | can take those things into 
my own way.” 


Q: What made you get into the com- 
munication field with a minor in busi 
ness? 

A: “figured if | wanted to go into coach- 
ing I could use that for some strengths in 
that career field so we will see." 


Q: What does this team need to do to 
get back on top in the Big Ten? 

A: “This team, we have a really hard 
schedule and we're really excited for this 
challenge. This team is just going to have 
to take it one game at a time and we're 


just going to have to give it our all every 


game and Stic 


together. We're just going 
to have to find a way to win but we're just 
excited for the challenge with our sched- 
ule.” 


Nebraska forges second O- 0 tie in a row 


Courtesy NU Media Relations - Photo by Mitch Otto 


2016 Women’s Soccer Schedule 
8-19 Marquette W2-1 
8-22 @ BYU W,1-0 
8-26 @ Oregon L, 1-0 
8-28 @ Oregon State W,2-1 
9-2 Kansas W, 1-0 
9-4 Saint Louis W, 2-1 
9-9 Dayton W, 3-1 
9-11 @ Clemson L, 5-2 
9-16 Michigan State W, 2-0 
9-18 Michigan L, 2-1 
9-23 @ Ohio State W, 3-0 
9-25 @ Penn State L, 2-1 
9-30 Indiana W, 1-0 
10-6 @ Wisconsin TL 
10-9 @ Minnesota L, 3-0 
10-13 Illinois W, 2-0 
10-16 Northwestern T,0-0 
10-22 @ Rutgers T,0-0 
10-26 lowa 
10-30 Big Ten Tournament 
11-4 Big Ten Tournament 
11-6 Big Ten Tournament 


For the second consecutive game, the Ne- 


at Yurcak Field on Saturday night. 

The Huskers entered their penultimate reg- 
ular-season mate! ing tied two of their last 
four outings. The § let Knights are 9-2-6 (4- 


areer 
in a game with seven against Rut- 
gers. She collected her eighth shutout of the 
season, and hasnt allowed in goal in over 310 
i enior Caroline Flynn led the Husker 
offense with five shots. Freshman Elyse Huber, 
ing her first career start, managed 
two shots, while Courtney Claassen and Jaycie 
Johnson had one apiece. As a team, Nebraska 
Was outshot, 17-9, by Rutgers, but held a 3-0 
advantage in corner kicks. 

The Huskers return home for their regu- 
lar season finale on Wednesday night against 
Towa. The game, scheduled to start at 7:05 p.m. 
(CT) at Hibner Stadium, will be streamed live 
on BTN Plus on BTN2Go, 


who was 1 


Home fo fora 


200 S402 6-78) Soa 
3930) Village Dr.(402-261 Dr. (402-261-4798), catering information and upcoming events: 
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Kenzie Maloney gains valuable 
experience behind Wong-Orantes 


Story by Bob Hamar « Portrait Photo by Mitch Otto, Action photos by Reggie Ryder 


Justine Wong-Orantes has developed into possibly 
the best libero John Cook has ever had at Nebraska. 
But she’s a senior, so replacing her last year could be 
difficult. 

The good thing is Cook has been grooming her 
replacement since the summer of 2015. Sophomore 
Kenzie Maloney has been playing regularly as a de- 
fensive specialist and is the heir apparent to take over 
for Wong-Orantes next n. 

‘m definitely looking forward to that.” Maloney 

. “That's the goal. I think I've worked really hard 
and my teammates are always there for me. pushing 
me to get better every day.” 

But Maloney said she doesn’t know what Cook 
thinks about her being the libero next year. 

“We don’t ly talk about that,” Maloney said. 
“We kind of focus on this year first. Next year we'll 
talk about that.” 

Cook confirmed that he definitely wants her as li- 
bero next season, 

” Cook said. “That’s why we recruited 
her. That's why she gets a cost of living check every 
month.” 

Maloney should be ready after playing two years 
next to Wong-Orantes and watching how she goes 
about her business. 

“Just picking up on the way she reads the court and 
just her court awareness.” Maloney said. “Those are 
the main things I take away from her. Easily she’s my 
favorite player I’ve ever played next to. Just the com- 
munication she always brings and the effort is amaz- 
ing. She makes it really easy to play.” 

Wong-Orantes has noticed the changes in Maloney 
from last season. 

“T think Kenzie has grown so much in terms of 
range,” Wong-Orantes said. “Playing next to her, 
she’s just covering so much court now. It’s a lot easier 


on the other back row players because you don’t have 
to worry about covering so much court. 

“I’ve just seen her grow tremendously and it’s cool 
to see.’ 

Wong-Orantes and Maloney are two of the key 
players in Nebraska back row that sets up what the 
Huskers do on offense. 

Cook said Maloney’s pi 
fect most of the year. 

“She's been our best passer all year statistically.” 
Cook said. “That was the one match that it broke 
down (the first match against Ohio State), but all that 
was not her fault. So we made some adjustment on 
that. It was not her fault. We had some people getting 
in the way. We worked on some of those things.” 

Maloney made 30 starts as a defensive specialist a 
year ago straight out of Assumption High School in 
Louisville, Kentucky. 

She also started twice at libero when Wong-Oran- 
tes was out with an injury and had 192 digs as a fresh- 
man. 

Maloney can tell that she has improved since last 
season. 

“Definitely defensively | feel a lot better.” 
ney said. “I'm reading the block a lot better. La 
was a much faster pace than I was used to, s 
definitely gotten used to the pace this year. 
le with all of 
my teammates and just getting into the flow of things. 
They obviously made me welcome last year to.” 

No matter what happens this year and the next two, 
Maloney already has a national championship and all 
the memories that go with it — if she can remember 
them. 

“It’s insane.” she said. “It went super quick. It's 
kind of hard to remember everything, but I loved it. I 


love the program. It’s a great experience.” 


sing has been nearly per- 


Malo- 
year 
I've 


“I'm definitely a lot more comfot 


“Just picking up on the way she reads the court and just her court 
awareness. Those are the main things I take away from her. Easily she’s 
my favorite player I’ve ever played next to. Just the communication she 
always brings and the effort is amazin. She makes it really easy to play.” 

Kenzie Maloney on the influence of Justine Wong-Orantes 
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FOECKE, MALLOY BRING VARIETY 

Nebraska's outside hitters Mikaela Foecke and Andie Malloy 
are totally different kinds of players. 

Husker coach John Cook often likes to compare things to 
other sports. He went to baseball for this particular compari- 
son, 

“Mikaela is a 100-mile-an-hour fastball,” Cook said. “Andie 
is more of a four-pitch pitcher.” 

Foecke, a sophomore who was 
the MVP of last year’s Final Four, 
was second on the team in kills 
(2.65 per set) as of Oct. 20 while 
hitting .295. Malloy, a transfer 
from Baylor in her only season 
with the Husker program, was 
eraging 2.54 kills per set. 

“She (Malloy) is more of a fi- 
se player,’ Cook said. “Mikaela 
is, ‘Here it comes, stop it!” 

Both players must deal with 
out-of-system sets. That's normal 
for outside hitters on any team 
and is why their hitting percentage 
is usually lower than the middle 
blockers. 

“Andie gets a lot of out-of-sys- 
tem stuff. She has to be really good 
at managing the game,” Cook said. 
“And so will Mikaela. When we're 
in system we're probably setting 
the middles and right sides, so 
those guys have to do a good job 
of managing the game because 
they're not going to be the first op- 
tion every time” 

Slow starts have at times been 
a problem for Malloy, but she 
also has had spurts where she has 
picked up numerous kills. She 
did that against Purdue on Oct. 9 
when she had five kills in her final 
nine swings. 

“She's done that before,” Cook said. “There's been some 
matches she started off slow and then finished strong. I have 
confidence that she’s going to continue to work through slow 
starts.” 


v- 


ALLBECHT PLAYS MAJOR ROLE 
Annika Albrecht only plays in the back row for the Huskers, 
but Cook said she is as valuable as anyone on the team. 
“She has a major, major role on our team?” Cook said. “We're 


i ‘ 
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Mikaela Foecke makes an attack against Wisconsin. 


trying to recruit another Anni somewhere. She has a big im- 
pact on games but doesn’t get all the attention. As coaches, we 
know what she brings.” 

Cook even said if he were drafting a volleyball team, hed 
take her first. 

“She probably has the best arm on our team,” Cook said. 
“She can throw a hundred miles an hour. She really embraces 
her role, A lot of kids might want to go to a smaller Division 
I school and play all the way around. 
Anni is a competitor. She competes.” 


BIG TEN MIDDLES 

‘The Big Ten is loaded with outstand- 
ing middle blockers. There are a num- 
ber of top-notch middles, including 
Nebraska's Amber Rolfzen and Briana 
Holman. 

Cook also mentioned middles from 
Penn State and Wisconsin, as well as 
Michigan's Abby Cole.But the best may 
be Ohio State's Taylor Sandbothe. 
dbothe had 19 kills on 
and hit .269 in a loss to Nebr: 
Oct. 16. 

She had 12 kills and hit .346 in a 3-1 
Ohio State win the first time the two 
teams played on Oct. 1. 

“We did a much better job on 
Sandbothe,” Cook said. “She had 52 
sets. It's just incredible how they run 
her. I'm not sure if I’ve ever seen any- 
thing like it. But she is a great player.” 


wings 
ka on 


VOLLEYBALL STRONG 

‘The Big Ten certainly looks like the 
top volleyball conference in the nation. 
Nebraska, Minnesota and Wisconsin 
all took turns at No. 1 in the AVCA top 
ind were 1-2-3 in some order until 
Texas moved to No, 2 in the Oct. 17 
poll. 

Cook said the quality of volleyball 
comes from the great support most of the programs receive 
from their administrations. 

“All of them are drawing great attendance, they're getting 
great support,” Cook said. “You are seeing other schools in the 
Big Ten now. Maryland was packed. Michigan State is getting 
good crowds. Michigan can only take so many (because of a 
small facility). 

“Volley in the Big Ten is pretty impressive in regards to 
support and attendance.” 
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MOQUSS| praa1SiARE RE) | Cafe & Pie Shoppe 


5600 South 48" St Lincoln, Ne 68516 
TOUCHDOWNS -) BEHIND THE Ak 402-423-2206 e www.staufferscafe.com 


OF THE NINTH, 


50 varieties of Serving 
i P 5 Breakfast, 
jomemade pies aa f Lunch & Dinner 


Kids eat for 
$.99 cents on 
Mondays 


$2.25 Pie on 
Saturday 


“Coming to 
Stauffer’s is like 
a coming home to 
Grandma’s.” 


